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Dear Reader,

If you had a choice, which would you rather
experience: the Christmas of those shepherds at
Bethlehem, or your own Christmas in this twenty-first
century!

The believers who were there at the time of the
birth of our Lord had a most marvelous experience.
They saw and heard the herald angel who appeared
in a blaze of light to announce the arrival of the
promised Messiah who was destined to be the Light of
the world. The shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem
were directed to the Good Shepherd who would give
His life for His sheep; the Good Shepherd who was
descended from David, the shepherd king who, as a
young boy, watched over and cared for his father’s
flocks in the vicinity of that same little town, and later
wrote the Shepherd’s Psalm (Psalm 23).

The Magi came later carrying with them precious
gifts for the newborn King, They brought gifts to the
One who is the Greatest Gift of all time; God’s love
gift to the whole world. The Wise Men came from the
East to the True Source of all wisdom, but they did
not have the privilege of hearing the words of wisdom
from His lips.

But, you say, that was long ago. The angels are
gone and the mysterious star that guided the Magi is no
longer visible in the night sky. The Judean shepherds
and the wise men have passed from the stage of history.
Those people belonged to another age, a distant age,
and their appearances cannot be matched in our day.

True, the shepherds of Bethlehem’s fields are gone,
but the Good Shepherd is still with us, and because of
this reality, every one of us can affirm: “The Lord is
my shepherd; I shall not lack anything.” True, the star
that led the Magi is no more here, but today we have
a greater Guiding Light - the Light of the world who
illuminates every person who comes into the world.

In many ways, our Christmas can be more
wonderful and exceedingly more meaningful than that
first Christmas experienced by the shepherds and the
Magi because we today have the whole Redemption
Story displayed for us in the entire Bible, from Genesis
to Revelation; whereas, they had only bits and pieces.

May this year’s Christmas celebration refresh
your faith, renew your vision and deepen your love
for the Redeemer who came to make you an heir of
His eternal Kingdom.

Rev. Kevork George Terian

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
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FROM THE MINISTER TO THE UNION

Great Advice for a New Start
Romans 12:1-2

By Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian

(€4 he teacher” sounding like a depressed person, starts the book of

Ecclesiastes with these words: “there is nothing new under the sun.”
“What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done.”
(1:9). Each year on this day we celebrate the New Year. But what is new about
the year that we are starting? Is there anything new other than the date on
the calendar? Can we have newness in our lives? I can never forget what
my theology teacher said once. “There is nothing categorically new in our
history other than the coming of our Lord into our history” and the renewal
of our lives that comes through His sacrifice. Today I want
to remind us of that newness that God wants each of us
experience, not only once a year, but every day of our lives.

...Paul focuses on how that

right relationship with God
If you read the letter to the Romans in one sitting, you

- )
ShOMld be T@ﬂ@Cfed INONES  can’t miss the break in the line of thought that comes in
ddi l}) lzfe and T@ldtiOﬂShipS Chapter 12. The first eleven chapters focus on explaining

the problem of sin and how man can enter into a right
with Othé’?” people, relationship with God. Starting from chapter twelve, verse
one, Paul focuses on how that right relationship with God
should be reflected in one’s daily life and relationships
with other people. In the first eleven chapters God’s provision for humanity
is explained in detail. The last five chapters deal with how Christians should
live as children of God in this world. The first part is theology, while the
second part is practical advice. The key word in the first eleven chapters is
“righteousness,” which means being considered right in the eyes of God,
having a right relationship with Him. The word is not so common in the
second part. It is used only once and it refers to the right relationship we are
to have with others. The first eleven chapters are about God’s mercy, while
the last five chapters describe how we should respond, with acts of mercy and
service. It is important to remember that the holy living is our gratitude to
God’s grace. It is well said that “In the New Testament, religion is grace, and
ethics is gratitude.”

Verses one and two are a great introduction to the discussion of right
living as a Christian. To live as a believer in this world, experiencing the Light
of God’s gift of salvation, we need to 1) offer ourselves as a sacrifice and 2) be
transformed by the renewing of our minds.
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Using a liturgical language, Paul encourages
Christians to be committed to a life of obedience
to the will of God. Jewish
priests were expected to sanctify
themselves first and then offer
unblemished sacrifices on behalf
of the community. Here he asks
Christians
bodies, themselves in their totality,
as an offering pleasing to God.
Paul urges them, appeals to them
with authority, to live a life of
service to God. Our lives belong
to God, because we were bought
with a price. This is our reasonable
or adequate response to the sacrifice God has
offered. More than that, our sacrifice should be
our intelligent and deliberate response to God’s
gracious act, as opposed to the cultic sacrifices,
where the objects had no role in deciding what was
done to them.

to offer their own

Verse one is about dedication while verse two
is about transformation, which is the result of the
living out of that commitment. A life dedicated to
the Lord needs continual vigilance, because we live
in a world that can impact our life and weaken our
dedication. What Paul requires from the believers
is a call to nonconformity and holiness, which
is addressed to the people of God throughout
Scriptures. The verb used for “transformation” is
the same used for the transfiguration of Jesus in
the gospels. It refers to a complete change. So the
change that Paul talks about here “is a fundamental
transformation of character and conduct, away
from the standards of the world and into the image
of Christ Himself.” God’s purpose for life and His

A life dedicated to the

Lord needs continual
vigilance, because we
live in a world that can
impact our life and
weaken our dedication.

values for everything, including greatness, sex,
money, community, success or anything else are
different from the value system
that our surrounding culture

offers. This transformation
is possible only through the
renewal of our minds by the
Holy Spirit and the Word of
God. This is not a onetime
experience, but a continuous
process. “First our mind is
renewed by the Word and
the Spirit of God, then we
are able to discern the will of
God; then we are increasingly
transformed by it.”

For some, if not most of us, there is nothing
new in the New Year other than the change of date
on our calendars. For some of us and hopefully for
most, if not all of us, any Sunday worship service,
Bible Study or quiet time is an occasion for renewal,
for a new start, for a positive change in our lives, our
relationship with the Lord, our family, our friends,
and the people around us. Today, and every day of
our life can be an occasion for starting anew. God
has prepared the path for that newness. Are you
aware of His Mercy and have you received it? “The
steadfast love of the LORD newver ceases, his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.”

God is in the business of creating newness.
What He wants from us is to worship Him by
offering to Him our bodies and all that we do every
day. Are you willing and ready to do your part? i
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Znnydwjtghu 12:1-2

ﬂLunLthD», nn puydnLwd wush Up wku Yp ench, «dnnnynny» ghnpp
« Up ubuph uw fuoupbinny. «Nghtuy Unp £ wpbLht twy» «huy np Gnwo
E. unjup whwnh ppwy. hug np Juwnwnpniwd £, unjup whunh uwnwpnehy» (1: 9):
UUEU thwph 3nwuncwph UEyp Up uotup nputu Udwunn: Puyg h“us unpniphLu
Yy wyu tnwpniwy ke, nn Up ubuhup: Opwgnigh wnwntehitEl quwn unp pwit
Yuw'}: Upuwup unpniehiu Up nuutuwy Ubn Yewuphu Jke: Gu bppbp stU Ypuwn
dnnuw| JGn wuwnntwowpwunipbwy nuuntghysht puwon” Jtn wwwndnepbuw
ke pwguwndwlwwtu unp pwl sbuwy, dan Shpnep Uan wwindneptwl ke UnLinp
qnnotiku qun BL Ubn Yewupbpne yGpwunpngnibiEu quuun, np Y’ hpuwywitwuwy
Uunp gnhwpbpnietwu dhonguwie: Wuop Y'nigbd YEnpnuwuw wju unpnepbwi
Upwy, np Uuinniwd Yp thwthwph ubquE hepwpwtshipp thnpawnpyt n's dhwyu
wnwnhu UEYy wugwd, wybe bp Yswuph wdtu Uty opnewt Uke:

ZnnyuEwghubGpniu nunnnLwd uwdwyh 12-pn gincfup Yp ubup «nepGdus
ownwwny GL JGo wnwppbpniphit Yyp wnbuubup wnweht  tnwuupdby
glntfuubpne Ge Juwgbwy Ahug gincfutbpne pndwiunwyneetwt ke Unwehu
wnwuupdEy gncfutGpp Yenpnuwgwo Gu Jtnph fuunhpp pwgwnpGine ypwy
L pE Jwpnp huswkbu Ypuwy thon jupwpbpniebwu dbe dwnubp Uuwinnion

AGuin: Swuubpypnpn gintfuEl ububwy, Monnu Yp pwguinpk,

WUkl L/h[’?UJL[ZIO[’)bLUj pt Uuwnwon) Atun dhon  thnfuywpwpbpnuehiup wbinp E
wwownwdniyp, wrowoniy Ubn wnopbiwy Ytwupht Uke b dwpnng At Ubp

nLubgwo thnfujwnwpbpniehiuutpnuu Uke: Unweht tnwuupuky

UULHI’)LLUO’LUZHLZJZ/’) gintfuttipne Uke dwupwdwutonty pwgwinpnuwd £ Uuinnion)

Uwfuwwnbuwo Anguunwpniphiup dwpnne thpynepbwu Audwp:

UbﬁLﬂﬂf]_ﬂL[&/’)LZi L[UJL[L”JZI/’)L[ Jdbpohu hhug gncfuutbpne dbe wnwpbwip Yp pwgwunpt pk
U./LUL)-, ZlanI/”IUl,/ lewaph pphuinnubwutnp, npwEu Uuwinnwony quuitwyutn, hugwbu wuwypGinc

EU wyu w2tuwphhu Uke: Unwioht Jwup wunnLwdwpwuntehLu &,

LUL[L'ZI L[tl/ LhnnéwnnL/ahLZl‘ huy Gnypnpn Jwup ™ gnpouwyuwt fupwiuinutp: Unweht tnwuuputy

g|ncfuttpne  yenpnuwlwu  qunwithwpp  «wpnwpnLehluy  E,

YGpwunpnquwl wnhpe L: nn Up Uswuwlt Shon Awdwnpnihy Uuwnnuony wsphu, Uunn

AGin nuwubbw 2hnwly  Jwpwpbpniehlt: Unweht tnwuuputy
gintfutpp dwpnne yhtwyh Ge Uunneon) nnnpunipbwu dwupu £, Jhusnbn
JGpohu Ahug gnLfutGpp Yp pwgwiinptu eE nnnpdwd ppwit nL swnwijnLhiup
dwpnniu jupdwpwanu wyuwunwufuwut Gu Uunneony nnnpunepbwu: Ywntunp £
Jh26(, np untpp Yewupp Jbn Gpwfunnwghunniehiuu £ Uuinniony 2unpApht: Luwt
punLwo £, np «unp binnwlwpwuh Ypoupp' 2unnhpl £ G, G puwpnjuywu wpdtpp'
Epwiutnwghunnieheuy:

Unweht GL Gpypnpn Awdwpubpp jupdwp uGpwontehey dpu £ 6hon
pphunnnubwywu  Yewup wwpbine uptpht Awdwn: Wu - wfuwnhhu - Uk
npubu AuLwwnwgbw wwnbine Awdwn wEwnp £ 1) hupghupthu nputu gnA
dwuinnigwublp G 2) thnfuwybpwnehup dhunpnd:

Ogunwagnpotiny  ZpEwywtu Shuwlywu [Ggnwu, Monnu Yp  fupwifuncukl
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Uuwnneon) uwwunwyp YGwuph Awdwnp Go Uunp
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ubp. ZGuphy Cwuwqupbwu
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Zwy ULGinwpwuwlwu
Uhnrphru

Ywnbuwup quuwquut) b agunh Uunnion) yuwdpp
Yuwwnwnbnw: dwdwuwyh purpwgpht wikih newith

whwunh 4epwwpwuwihnfunthup UWunp honguut:
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dte, Jb6p puwnwuhph G puytpubpne Abun, Hud
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pnt pwdhup puGne: A

7 - Forum Christmas 2024



FROM THE FIELD PASTOR

CREATING
THANKSGIVING!

By Rev. Ron Tovmassian, D. Min.

You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people
but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.

2 Corinthians 9:11-12

In the verses above, the Apostle Paul instructs the Corinthian church about collections
to be made for the needy in Jerusalem. He explains that God’s generosity in extending
grace to us should cause us to well up in gratitude and express our thanksgiving to Him.
Qur generosity in sharing the blessings God has given us will in turn cause others to be
thankful as well.

This raised an interesting thought in my mind. This time of year, we usually talk

about how to be more thankful in our lives for all the blessings God has given us. Today,

I'd like to take a different perspective and talk instead about how we

can create thankfulness in others. What would happen if we were to

Thls year, instead Of dSl(iﬂg consider thanksgiving as a commodity, something that exists in the
world in a certain quality. If we don’t produce more of it, there will

queStiOnS llk@ What am I be a shortage. If we are able to create more, there will be a surplus.
thankful ][OT7 Letys ﬂlp the From this perspective we can ask ourselves - How can I help to increase

that commodity? How can I create a new Thanksgiving in the world

S‘LUitCh and ClSl( HO‘W much around me? Paul’s analogy is meant to show that it is all in our hands.

It is within our power to both increase our own thankfulness, and also

thankfulness haq)e I Cﬁreated In  to create more thankfulness in others, if we will only do what he says
: in this passage.
the world this year?

In Vs. 6 Paul compares God’s blessings in our lives to seeds and
says - Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously. His point is that the purpose
of a seed is to be sown in order to grow. Holding onto a seed for the sake of itself is
pointless. So if blessings are like seeds, we should not keep them to ourselves, but rather
spread them out like seeds so that blessings may grow in the lives of others.

\ Imagine a man with a plot of land and plenty of seeds to plant, but for some reason,
n.'&‘v / instead of planting all the seed, he holds some back. He sows sparingly, only planting
N a portion of the fields on his property. When the harvest comes in, it is very small and

does not produce enough seeds for the coming year. He was counting on the seeds he had
saved, but they are all spoiled now. The purpose of seeds is not to be put on a shelf until
they rot but to be planted in the ground to multiply.
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Clearly, if the farmer has an abundance of seeds,
he should plant all he can and use every possible plot
of land available to him. That way he will reap the best
harvest possible and it will produce more new seeds
than he could imagine. It is a simple and logical choice.
Plant sparingly and keep the extra seeds only to watch
them spoil, or plant generously and fill the entire plot
so you can watch as a bountiful harvest comes in as a
blessing to you and others as well.

As he continues in Vs. 7, Paul says - Each of you
should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. Sharing your blessings is an act of faith,
out of gratitude to God, that should be done gladly.
God loves a cheerful giver, because the one who is
cheerful in giving is faithful. The idea seems to be that
if we plant the seeds He has given us, God will bless the
harvest and give more seeds. Notice the goal in verse
11 is that we might prove ourselves to be generous in
sowing the seeds, so that He can give us more. Then we
will be enabled to be generous on every occasion.

This generous sowing of the seeds brings blessing to
the sower but it also causes others to give thanksgiving
to God. In every way, this principle acknowledges that
both the seed and the harvest belong to God. As we
are more obedient in sharing God’s blessings, others
will overflow with expressions of praise to God and
thanksgiving will grow. This heartfelt generosity, when
seen as an expression of our own love for Christ,
confirms our testimony as we share the gospel

Paul says - Through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God. In other words, they will take
this particular gift to Jerusalem, and tell them it came
from the Corinthians. But notice that the thanksgiving
is not directed back to the sower. This is not so the
recipients of these gifts will thank the church family in
Corinth, but that they may praise God for their faith.
The bottom line of this whole passage is that God has
given us an unlimited field in which to plant our seeds
and an abundant supply of seed to plant. We can plant
as much, or as little as our faith allows, but the more we
sow, the more He will bless us in return and the more
thanksgiving we create in others

This year, instead of asking questions like: What am
I thankful for? or How can I be more thankful for what God
has given me? Let’s flip the switch and ask some different
questions: How much thankfulness have I created in the
world this year? Have I sown the seeds of blessing God has

given me? Am I making full use of the field and planting all
the seeds I can for God’s glory? Who, out there, is thankful
because of seeds I have sown gladly in obedience to God?

Paul gives us two ways to answer these questions.
1) Perhaps you have sown your seed directly by sharing
blessings of kindness, love, compassion or a willing ear
with someone in your life. Whether it is a relative, a
friend or a stranger, this kind of sowing is a good way
to see the thankfulness first hand. 2) Or perhaps you
have sowed your seed in a different way, indirectly
through the work of missionaries or compassionate
organizations around the world. Like the Corinthians,
your gifts of food, shelter, medical aid and education
will be carried to other places where you don’t know
the people, but you will see the thankfulness in their
eyes when you receive the reports and see the pictures
and videos.

Paul is teaching us that thanksgiving to God is a
commodity and that we have the power in our hands,
to create more of it in the world. Generosity grounded
in love and thankfulness to God and done cheerfully
for God’s glory, can change the world. I don’t think any
of us would disagree with that statement, it is only a
matter of degree.

Paul tells us to consider in our hearts and decide
for ourselves. His hope is that the overwhelming
joy of God’s love and grace in our lives will result in
overflowing generosity as we sow the seeds of blessing
God has given us. Often, however, we consider what
we believe to be the realities of life. We are deterred
by the many strains on our time, energy and financial
resources, so we hold on to our seed and sow it sparingly
instead.

[ am sure that most of us can reflect and feel confident
that there are at least some people, somewhere in the
world, who are thankful this year because of blessings I
have shared or an act of kindness [ have done. Someone
somewhere is smiling because [ sowed my seed faithfully.
That being said, Paul would challenge us all to imagine
how much more of the commodity of thankfulness we
could create in the world for God’s glory if we would
only determine gladly in our hearts to sow generously
instead of sparingly.

May we all celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas
this year with joyful hearts and do all that God has
called us to do in order to create an abundance of
thanksgiving around us that brings glory to Him. H
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Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest
is plentiful but the workers are few.

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field”

Matthew 9:37-38

Rev. Ron Tovmassian, Field Pastor
UPDATE ON AEUNA IN CARE STUDENTS

f we look back just a few years, our

union was struggling with a crisis of
pastoral leadership. There were 8-10
churches with empty pulpits, representing
almost 1/3 of our AEUNA Churches,
and only three In Care students studying
for full time pastoral ministry. Two of
those students were already filling pulpits
by serving as pastoral interns, so only one
would eventually be available to serve
one of the churches in need.

It doesn’t take a genius to do the
math and realize that the numbers didn’t
add up. Something needed to be done
quickly to remedy this situation. It is also
important to realize that this was not a
situation unique to Armenian Evangelical
Churches. Seminaries throughout North
struggling
to gain new students and churches of

America have continued
all denominations are scrambling to
seek solutions for the lack of pastoral
leadership.

In response to this situation the

AEUNA responded by undertaking

several important initiatives and adding
new staff positions to address the issues.
A great deal of effort was undertaken
to study the problems and determine
effective ways to deal with them. Since
2022 we have seen some significant results
that are a cause for rejoicing.

While we must continue to work hard
and be intentional about raising up and
training new pastoral leaders, we are
thankful to be celebrating a new group of
young In Care students who have been
called to full time pastoral ministry. Today
we have 2-3 empty pulpits in our churches
and seven students in our program
preparing to serve. Three of those
students are already pastoral interns,
filling vacancies in our churches, while
the other four are students in seminary.
We anticipate two more applicants
coming on board in 2025, bringing the
total to 9. The way the numbers add up
now, we can be thinking, not only of
filling vacant pulpits, but of growing our
union by planting new churches where
these young leaders may serve. [l
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Here is a rundown of the In Care
Interns/Students at this point, what
school they are attending and where
they are serving in our Union:

1. Zohrab Sarkissian will be graduating from Tyndale
Theological Seminary in Toronto, Canada. He was
recently licensed by the AEUNA to serve as a Pastoral
Intern at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto,
starting on September 1, 2024. Zohrab and his wife
Lori have two young children, Gassia and Hamo.

2. Aram Bedrossian graduated in June with an M.Div.
from Westminster Seminary in Glenside, Pennsylvania.
The AEUNA approved a license for him to serve as a
Pastoral Intern at the Armenian Memorial Church in
Watertown, Massachusetts. Over the summer, Aram,
his wife Naomi and their son Jonah all moved into the
church parsonage as his service to the church began
in August.

3. Sevag Melkonian will be graduating from Tyndale
Seminary in Toronto, Canada. The First Armenian
Church in Belmont is eagerly awaiting his arrival to
begin serving as a Pastoral Intern in January 2025.
The AEUNA has approved his license and is working
in cooperation with the church leadership to facilitate
his immigration into the United States from Canada.

4. Minas Atamian started his seminary education
at Talbot School of Theology in La Mirada, California
in September 2024. While pursuing his education,
Minas is serving as the youth pastor at the Armenian
Christian Fellowship of Orange County in Huntington
Beach, California.

5. Nicholas (Nico) Hanessian started his seminary
education at Talbot School of Theology in La Mirada,
California in September 2024. While pursuing his
education, Nico is serving as a volunteer youth leader
at the Armenian Christian Fellowship of Orange
County in Huntington Beach, California.

6. Shervin Youssefian began last spring at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California. He
will pursue his theological studies part time as he
continues to serve as the youth pastor at Christ
Armenian Church in La Crescenta, California.

7. Obed Bazikian began his theological studies
at Alliance Theological Seminary in Manhattan,
New York. When Alliance closed recently, Obed
transferred to Asbury Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky
where he will complete his education remotely. Obed
currently serves as a volunteer leader at the Armenian
Evangelical Church of New York, New York.

God is raising up leaders for our
community and we are doing our best
to train them for His work. Please keep
praying to the Lord of the Harvest that
He would send even more workers into
His harvest field.
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Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father
of heavenly lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow
due to change.

James: 1:117

AEUNA is grateful
for our Union churches'
ongoing support

It is AEUNA's great joy to offer
services to uplift our Union
churches and various ministries
through the work of the Minister
to the Union and Field Pastor, In
Care program, youth programs,
training and confernces, C2C
gatherings, and outreach efforts.

However, the AEUNA requires
extra help from you to keep
these programs going. As we
approach the end of 2024 and
show gratitude for our many
blessings, please consider giving
to the AEUNA and encouraging
your church to give (or if possible
increase) their church dues.

Our God generously graces us
with His abundance. When we
give, we do so knowing we are
giving what is His.

Kindly use the QR code below to
give. We thank you in advance!

'DONATE )


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=ZPT3K5TBHKB9E&source=qr
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=ZPT3K5TBHKB9E&source=qr

DID YOU KNOW? _Witwenels

initiatives to...

UNITE our Armenian Evangelical Church community
EQUIP our pastors and lay leaders to serve in their ministries

SUPPORT our Union churches & AEUNA

ministries in their missions

The AEUNA is organizing gatherings, retreats, and
targeted training sessions to meet the specific needs of our
pastors, ministry leaders and Union churches.

* SEMINARS AND TRAINING SESSIONS
to increase ministry and leadership skills

* CHURCH TO CHURCH (C2C) GATHERINGS
to build deeper relationships

* PUBLICATIONS AND EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
to equip church and ministry leaders

AEUNA NEEDS YOUR HELP

The hard truth is that these initiatives, including the current work and administration of our
Union office, cannot move forward effectively without your financial support.

To Give:

Scan or click the QR Code to the left. Checks payable to the AEUNA
(Memo: General Fund) may be mailed to AEUNA, 411 E Acacia Ave.
#200, Glendale, CA 91205-5609.

DO YOU KNOW HOW THE
+DID.YOU % AEUNA STAFF SUPPORTS
~ KNOW? OUR COMMUNITY?

7 g 4 <4 WATCH AND LEARN
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https://youtu.be/G1pULqLwmEA?si=Bgmmm9-48ELLLyW5
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=ZPT3K5TBHKB9E&source=qr

FEATURE

How To
Make a Happy

“This one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forward to those things that

are ahead, I press toward the goal to the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

Philippians 3:13-14

An unknown author has said, “I wish there was some
place called The Land of Beginning Again, where all our
mistakes, heartaches, failures and grief could be dropped, like
a shabby old coat, and never be put on again.” In reality, there
is such a place: it is the beginning of a New Year, where we can
wipe clean our record of regret and begin all over again.

BY Rev. George Terian When the Apostle Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians,
he was not writing about the New Year; nevertheless, he gave
ko us some excellent advice about dealing with the past, the

. present and the future.
Forum Magazine : —
First, he tells us not to live in the past. I know some

people who are constantly digging up their past failures and

Senior Pastor reminiscing about their sad memories. I also know others who
Immanuel Armenian repeatedly dwell upon a pleasant past and how wonderful life
Congregational Church was back in the good old days, as compared to life right now.
Downey, CA In a sense, there is value in examining our past life to see

where and why we failed, in order to avoid repeating the
foolish mistakes of the past. It is a good practice at the end of
each day to examine whether we have drawn closer to Christ,
or we have drifted farther away from Him. However, it is
wrong to keep our mind focused entirely on the past.

In Psalm 90:12, we read, “Teach us to number our days so
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.” We have to remind
ourselves that we are not going to remain forever on this earth.
If we waste even one day, that is time forever wasted. We have
to bear in mind the fact that wasted time is a wasted life! We
have the responsibility to examine periodically how we are

spending the time the Lord has given us. Have we progressed

13 - Forum Christmas 2024 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



FEATURE CONT'D

in our Christian life, or have we lost ground?

Second, weshould never forgetthatitisdestructive
to look back in nostalgia, or in sentimental longing
for the past. Mrs. Lot looked back when leaving the
city of Sodom and, consequently, she lost her life.
In Luke 9:62, Jesus says, “No one who puts his hand
to the plow and looks back is fit for the Kingdom
of God.” The plowman must keep looking straight
before him if he wants the furrow which he is making
to be straight, not crooked.

Third, Paul tells us, “I press forward.” We must
advance to avoid stagnation. We simply cannot stop
progressing, developing and growing. Don’t allow
discouragement to stop your growth and forward
march. The New Year gives us a unique opportunity
to make an inventory of what we would like to do
better in the days to come.

We should concentrate our thoughts on the
present and the future by striving to make our
present life meaningful and productive. The Apostle
Paul counsels us to keep looking forward in faith.

Fourth, “Stand fast.” Do not let anyone or
anything shake you. The confidence found in
verse 13, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me,” will enable you to stand firm.
Differences of opinion and misunderstandings
happen in this life; however, we must learn to settle
such problems amicably and in a loving manner.
Since we will spend eternity together, let us learn to
live in peace now.

Finally, “Rejoice in the Lord.” Paul’s life was
characterized by contentment, no matter what state
he was in, because he was confident that God would
supply every need he had. Such an attitude will
cause us to rejoice.

Dear reader, a brand New Year awaits you. Like
a blank page, there is nothing written on it yet. You
can either compose a tragedy or a triumph. Armed
with a positive attitude and an unwavering faith in
Jesus Christ, you can make this New Year the best
year of your life. [l

The Irreparable
Humpty Dumpty
By

Rev. George Terian
/ ,/- ‘/ /; v

umpty Dumpty is a character in a well-known

English nursery rhyme that some people think
was originally written as a riddle to stimulate the
minds of youngsters and encourage them to develop
skills in deductive reasoning. The original text runs
as follows:

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.

All the king’s horses and all the king’s men,
Couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty together again.

The challenging problem we have today is fixing
theidentity of Himpty Dumpty. Over the years, literary
people have advanced the following three suggestions:

Humpty Dumpty was King Richard III of England
Humpty Dumpty was a cannon
Humpty Dumpty was an anthropomorphic egg.

Let us scrutinize these three possibilities to
determine which one is the most plausible. The last is
the most improbable because why, of all places, would
an egg be set on a wall?

The first suggestion is the oldest and makes the
most sense because King Richard III was known to
have a hunched back, or a badly deformed spine that
was plainly visible as a hump on the upper backbone.
Historical records indicate that he was killed at the
battle of Bosworth Field in 1485 by falling off his horse
whom he had named “Wall.” His opponents then
hacked his body to pieces, as an act of revenge, because
this despicable monarch was a ruthless villain.

The only objection thatis advanced againstlinking
Humpty Dumpty to the unpopular King Richard III is
the fact that the first emergence of the nursery rhyme
appeared in books some 300 years after the occurrence
of the event. This objection can be countered by the
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logical argument that the rhyme had survived in oral
tradition before it was recorded in books.

The second probability was presented in 1930
by Katherine Thomas, who claimed that Humpty
Dumpty was a cannon that the Royalists had placed
on a wall of a castle blasted during the English Civil
War of 1648 by the Parliamentarians during the siege
of Colchester. Most scholars consider this argument
unconvincing because they say it is unlikely that a
popular nursery rhyme was created to commemorate
military hardware destroyed during a siege.

So we are left with assuming Humpty-Dumpty
must be a reference to a real historical figure of great
prominence, because all the king’s soldiers tried to
revive him, but all their attempts were futile.

In our world today, many evil people exist who,
like King Richard III, are incorrigible, and whose
moral character is irreparable by human means.
Alongside them are enablers — “all the king’s
men” — who tolerate such evil and try to revive
their source of power and influence. What is God’s
response to these evildoers? People whose lives are
dominated by sin can only be freed from the shackles
of their bondage when they turn away from evil, and
recognize they are vile sinners who need the saving
grace of Jesus Chris. He can save, restore and renew
the souls of sinners who seek His help.

Shortly after Jesus launched His public ministry,
following His baptism at the Jordan River, He
visited his hometown of Nazareth, and on the
Sabbath day He went to the local synagogue, whose
superintendent asked Jesus to read the Scriptures.
Jesus picked up Isaiah’s scroll and read a passage that
described His Messianic mission. According to Luke
4:18., this is what Jesus read: “The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because He has anointed me to preach
the Gospel (the Good News) to the poor, He has sent

me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them who are bruised.”

Jesus’ mission to our world is a huge rescue
operation. He came to save: not the self-righteous,
but those who are spiritually poor, who recognize
their faults, who admit their failures, accept their
brokenness and seek to be made whole again.

Jesus continues His mission today through His
mystical body, the church. Through the unselfish
activities of those who were baptized into His body,
Jesus continues to bring hope to the despairing,
freedom to the captives who are caught in the artfully
spun webs of sin, and the blinding scales of prejudice
are falling off the eyes of bigots.

After World War II ended, a group of German
students volunteered to repair in London an English
Cathedral that had been ruined by German air raids.
The restoration work progressed rather smoothly
until they discovered a Jesus statue that had been
shattered to many small pieces. They were able to
reconstruct the whole marble statue, except for the

hands.

When they completed their task, they had a large
statue of Jesus with outstretched arms and no hands.
Some suggested making new hands and attaching
them to Jesus’ arms. But the majority decided to
leave as it was, with the following inscription on its
pedestal: “Jesus has no hands but ours.”

We are the hands of Jesus to do what He has
commanded, we are His voice to proclaim His truth,
and we are His feet to run His errands. We are His
ambassadors, His representatives to this perishing
world, and it is incumbent upon us to reflect His love
and compassion wherever we go. i
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... no church becomes
a beacon of light, hope
or love without its
seasons of renewal.

We all love to imagine a church that is vibrant, life-giving in its worship,
crowded with people working for the Kingdom of God. A Christ-focused,
other-focused, serving and loving church is something we all long for. Yet, no
church becomes a beacon of light, hope or love without its seasons of renewal.
I define renewal as the revitalization of the church, as it pertains to individual
and corporate fervency toward the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and its application
on an individual and collective level. Renewal is a transformation that happens
by the Holy Spirit’s power. There are steps that any church can take, then, to
spur on renewal.

Having said the above and as we think about what it means to have
renewal in our Armenian Evangelical Churches, we are going to take a glance
back at the inception of our movement, back in the Ottoman Empire, when the
beginnings of a spiritual awakening began to simmer in the background of a
non-evangelical atmosphere. The reason for this brief foray is my introduction
to the book entitled Christianity in Turkey: A Narrative of the Protestant Reformation
in The Armenian Church, by Rev. H. G. O. Dwight!' by a parishioner at my
church. I pray that this brief introduction to the topic of church renewal will
get you thinking, brainstorming, praying, and talking about what your specific
church can do in this 21* century after Christ to become a vibrant, life-giving,
growing and influential center of light and life to all around it. Let’s dive in and
take a look at a few important principles that were part of the awakening of
Evangelical life among Armenians...

The first foundation of the Armenian Evangelical Renewal was the
accessibility to and the availability of intelligible Scriptures. According to the
account of Rev. Dwight, the first editions of printed Armenian Bibles were
simply reprints of whatever classical Armenian version was available in the
early 19" century. In 1813, the British and Russian Bible Societies had become
interested in disseminating Bibles among Armenians. In 1815 the mass-printing
of the Classical Armenian Bible was undertaken, from presses in Calcutta,
India and St. Petersburg, Russia. Then in 1818, the press at St. Lazarus island
in Italy published the Classical Armenian New Testament by itself. Then came
the first attempt at making the Scriptures more intelligible with the “Armeno-

Turkish” Bibles in 1822, with Armenian letters but Turkish words. And finally,

! Dwight, Harrison Gary Otis. Christianity in Turkey: A Narrative of the Protestant Reformation in the Armenian
Church. London: James Nisbet & Co., 1854

16 - Forum Christmas 2024



a Western Armenian version was attempted in the
same year.

All this activity was important for people to hear
God’s Word. In other words, renewal could not and
cannot come without God’s Word being available
to all. The Bible must be read and heard, it must
be available and present in people’s personal and
corporate lives of worship. Without an intelligible
Bible, we cannot easily understand God’s Word to
us. The beginning of any kind of church renewal
requires a return to the preaching of Scripture, and
the encouragement to read the Bible regularly.

Second, the Armenian Evangelical Renewal
could not move forwards without the preaching
of the Word of God by his servants. In 1821, two
missionaries that found themselves in the Boston
area became catalysts for other missionaries to
begin to look in the direction of the Ottoman
Empire. There was much apathy and ignorance to
God’s Word, but there were cries for help coming
from a rare Scripture-focused Armenian here and
there, both in the homeland and in the Boston area
in the USA. I would be remiss, however, to posit
that it was only non-Armenian missionaries who
drove the Evangelical renewal forward. If it wasn’t
for Professor Krikor Peshtimaljian, who taught
Scriptures in the Patriarchate of Constantinople to
prepare men for priesthood to serve the Armenian
Church, much of the fervor would not have been
sparked. The study and sharing of the Scriptures led
to the students’ awareness of discrepancies between
the contents of the Bible and certain religious
practices of the Mother Church. Needless to say, the
movement would gain steam and form The Society
of the Pious in 1836, and even with official debates
about Evangelical beliefs hosted and sponsored by
the Patriarchate, the Word of God was preached
freely. The Bible preached made a great impression
on many.

In other words, the preaching of Scripture is
essential for renewal — if God’s Word is not preached
in a church, renewal and revival cannot come. The
substance of our spiritual food is God’s Word. If
we feed on anything else, we become spiritually
malnourished and headed towards serious spiritual
sickness and weakness of faith. If the saving Gospel
of Jesus Christ is our central theme, however, then
we cannot go wrong. If Christ crucified, risen from
the dead, ascended to the Father’s right hand,
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and returning one day to claim His church is not
preached, then the people will not have the bedrock
upon which to build a renewed life. Praise the Lord,
that the Gospel was indeed being preached at first by
a few, but then many from both lay and even clergy
in the Armenian community. The preaching caused
a stirring of hearts, which caused many to come to
Christ. Preaching of the Gospel caused personal
renewal and expanded the scope of ministry as
more and  more
people warmed up

Today, many churches

to the simplicity and

forthrightness of the stmggle because th@y

e PT IR PSRN  |.(1Uc not taken an honest
SONIERRR IR |0/ at what mode of

SehdnBi G EREE  Commuynication, singing,

indispensable for a

worship and ministry

renewal movement to
build and establish a
fresh momentum of
evangelization and Gospel ministry. In 1832, Rev.
Goodell settled among Armenians to begin the work
of learning their modes of communication and their
culture. As he began to get acquainted with many,
the work began to move forwards, even if by fits
and starts, as the accounts are full of interruptions
by attempted stoppages of schools, prayer meetings,
and the pressuring of Armenian participants to stay
away from the missionaries.

Today, many churches struggle because they
have not taken an honest look at what mode of
communication, singing, worship and ministry
connect best with the people. Many congregations
complain of younger people going to other
churches and giving various reasons for their lack
of consistency in attending worship at one of our
Armenian Evangelical churches. The reason always
seems to be a communication/community reason.
Armenian Evangelical churches with such issues
need to sit down and take an honest and hard look
about how they are doing ministry and whether
or not they are truly willing to invite a new way of
preaching the same Gospel. It should not surprise
any congregation if no changes occur because no
significant attempt has been done to speak the
language of those who are younger or unchurched.

Fourth, Renewal in a church must affect the
society at large, at least regionally. The missionaries
worked feverishly not only to learn or use either

connect best with the people.
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Today, we as Armenian Evangelicals must
challenge ourselves to “get out there”, to be
in the greater Armenian (and American!)
community, not just to “make ourselves
known,” but to make Christ known to all.

Turkish or Armenian to preach, but also to establish
schools, prayer meetings, and a social network among
non-Evangelicals and even non-Christians. There was
simply no way of moving the Gospel work forward
without engaging both government and culture, as
well as the established churches, since these were the

gatekeepers of freedom in that society in those early
decades of the 1800s.

Today, we as Armenian Evangelicals must challenge
ourselvesto “getout there”, tobein the greater Armenian
(and American!) community, not just to “make
ourselves known,” but to make Christ known to all. We
are ultimately serving our Lord out of our Armenian
Christian heritage, but if we constrain ourselves to the
Armenian community, we must not then complain of
our low numbers, especially if we are not evangelizing
or making disciples of other Armenians. We must not
only be “out there,” but also ministering, building
relationships, participating in _government, economics,
the arts, business, education, entertainment, and so
many other spheres. The goal is the Gospel. It comes in
an Armenian Evangelical package because of who we
are — but the Gospel is still first and foremost. We must
not withhold the Gospel from any human being who
needs Christ.

Each Armenian Evangelical church in the AEUNA
has already, de facto, made a decision about their scope
of influence. Some have an expansive presence in
their region — they influence government, culture, and
many other such spheres. They have become agents
of transformation for Christ. Others of our churches
are siloed off, content to continue hanging on to being
what once was, but which doesn’t connect with either
younger Armenians or anyone else, except for their
small, cozy community that they once enjoyed, but has
dwindled down in recent years. This latter group of
churches needs a bigger vision desperately — a vision of
a bigger field of Armenians, if nothing else, and perhaps
even as big as jumping into the ministry field of all
human beings.

Finally, and perhaps most necessarily, ...the renewal
of the Armenian Evangelical Church had and must
always have prayer and the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit as a pillar of its practice and theology. This comes
from the example of the missionaries having a section of
their quarters where they held frequent prayer meetings
for the Holy Spirit to pour Himself out on believers and
themselves. Notice these prayer meetings had a specific
purpose — they were not for any other reason than to
have more of God within each servant of the Lord. It is
instructive to see that the work of preaching, teaching,
bearing witness and affecting the society as a whole
had a strong foundation of openness to prayer. That
focus had a profound impact on leadership, planning,
and vision for both missionaries and newly ordained
Armenian pastors and other installed leaders within
the Evangelical movement.

Today, depending on the church community, each
church has a slightly overbalanced focus when it comes
to being a body that emphasizes both the Word and
the Spirit in a healthy balance. Too many churches
are focused excessively on teaching Scripture to the
detriment of prayer, while others pray so much, but
lack solid, substantive Scriptural teaching. We need
not only fervently praying or educated church leaders,
but also well-prayed and God-seasoned leaders. Notice,
I said leaders, and not just pastors. Whether lay or
ordained, it is not enough to know the Bible cover
to cover if we do not know its Author intimately via
prayer, Scripture meditation, and worship. We are called
to believe in and worship God the Holy Trinity, whom
the Scriptures reveal. It is heresy to relegate the Holy
Spirit to a secondary teaching and try to replace Him
with the Bible. We must be praying, “Holy Spirit, fall
upon us as you did on Jesus’ disciples on that Day of
Pentecost, that the Gospel work may be done, to the
glory of the Father.”

Intelligible Scriptures, Bible preachers, relevant
communication, regional ministry scope, prayer with
the focus on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; these
were five things that the American missionaries did to
help spread the Gospel among Armenians in the early
19 century. Needless to say, it was wildly successful,
even if met with great resistance.

My prayer is to see us as Armenian Evangelical
churches make sure all five of the above are major
focus points for development and maturity of our
congregations. May we all have that vibrant, evil-
conquering, truth-in-love Scripture teaching, Holy
Spirit praying, evangelizing atmosphere once again... in
Jesus’ name. |l
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One day Peter came up to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many
times shall | forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up
to seven times?” (Matthew 18:21).

ere's Peter, the one who needed forgiveness

himself, concerned with how many times he had
to forgive someone else. Let's face it, we all have our
difficulties that keep us from forgiving others. We have a
limit that we do not want to exceed.

A person who has an unforgiving heart, says, “l will
forgive, but | will never forget!”

We all have asked the question that Peter raised: “How
many times do | have to forgive? | am getting tired of it. Why
do they keep hurting me?"” Peter may have been thinking of
a time when somebody wronged him and he had extended
forgiveness.

Peter wanted Jesus to help him set some limits and
boundaries for forgiveness. He wanted to know when it's OK
to say, “That's it! You have messed up one too many times!”

Whatever the case, before Jesus could answer, Peter
responded to his own question and suggested that seven
times would be a good limit. That's not a bad answer. The
rabbis back then taught that you had to forgive someone
three times and then you could retaliate. The fourth time, you
could do whatever you liked. In fact, they mistakenly taught
that God forgives only three times. Peter raised that number
from three to seven thinking his answer would impress
Jesus.

Forgiving someone seven times is commendable. Most
of us get frustrated if we have to forgive someone twice
or three times. By human standards, what Peter said
was commendable and generous. But Peter wanted a
number, a limit, a place where he could finally say, “That's it!
You are not getting away with this any longer. Our friendship
is now over.’

As Jesus often does, His answer to Peter was
unexpected. Jesus said to Peter, “I tell you, not seven times,
but seventy times seven times"” (Matthew 18:22). Peter could
not believe his ears! He was not expecting this! Seventy
times seven? Peter got out his calculator and punched in
the numbers. That's 490 times!

Jesus is not suggesting that we count the number of

Forgiveness Is Costly
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times we forgive someone. Seventy times seven means
there is no limit to the number of times we are to forgive
someone. Actually, if we were to count, by the time we
reach 490, we would be in the habit of extending continuous
and unlimited forgiveness. That's exactly the point Jesus is
making. We do not keep score, when it comes to forgiveness.
We forgive and forget!

Since the truth of forgiveness, without limits, is hard for
us to understand, Jesus told a story to help illustrate what
He meant. In the first half of the story, Jesus deals with those
of us who need forgiveness. In the second half, He targets
those of us who need to forgive others.

Let's start: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began
the settlement, a man who owed him 10,000 talents was
brought to him” (Mathew 18:23-24). Here's the picture. The
king decided to call in all his debts. He sent out his collection
agents and they came back with a man who owed the king
a huge amount of money. Since the man could not pay the
debt, “the master ordered that he, his wife and his children
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt (Matthew
18:25). Since the king knew he could never recover all his
losses, he just wanted to get back whatever he could.

At this point, the servant did what most of us would
have done. He fell on his knees and said, “Be patient with
me, and | will pay back everything." Even though he could
never pay it back, he's now desperate. The king was moved
with compassion. He did something the man did not even
ask for. The king not only released him, he also forgave his
entire debt. This was at great personal cost to the king. He
wiped the slate clean by canceling the debt.

Now, the man owed the king nothing! This is exactly
what forgiveness is all about. To forgive is to cancel a
debt. In the Lord's Prayer, we say, “Forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors.’

When we have wronged someone and he chooses to
forgive us, in essence he is saying, "l cancel your debt. You
do not owe me anything. | release you from ever having to
pay me back.’ The servant did not deserve this forgiveness; it
was purely an act of grace and mercy on the part of the king.

C. S. Lewis, the English professor and author,
said, “Forgiveness by its nature is for the unworthy” He
also said, “Everyone thinks forgiveness is a lovely idea until
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they have someone to forgive.”

Having said that, let us look at the following three
action steps for those who are in need of forgiveness:

1 - Face your friend- The first step you need to take, if
you are the guilty party, is to meet with your friend or foe
face-to-face. Is there anyone you need to face? Anyone you
need to call?

2 - Own the wrong- The second step is to own the
wrong that has been done. When you mess up in your
relationships, Jesus wants you to own your wrong and
say, “l am sorry. It's my mistake.”

3 - Ask for release- The third step is to ask for
release. You actually say, “Please, forgive me. It was my
mistake.’ If your friend says something like, “It's no big deal,
do not worry about it You might want to say, “l appreciate
that, but | need to have your forgiveness. Do you forgive
me?” It's really important to be released from the debt.

Well, how about when we need to forgive others. Let's
go back to the story. As this humbled man walked
away with this wonderful gift of forgiveness, he ran into a
friend who owed him about ten dollars. Instead of canceling
his friend's debt, he grabbed him and began to choke him
saying, “Pay back what you owe me!” (Matthew 18:28).
We are a lot like that, aren't we? When someone does
something wrong, we want to see them punished and pay
for the damage they have done to us.

Jesus continues by telling us that the forgiven man's
friend fell to his knees and asked for some time: In fact, his
plea was almost identical to the other man's, when he
was before the king: He said, “Be patient with me, and |
will pay you back:" But there's one big difference. Instead
of forgiving the wrong out of gratitude for the forgiveness
he had received, “he went off and had the man thrown in
prison until he could repay the debt” (Matthew 18:30).

You may enjoy putting people in prison, if they have
wronged you. You may want them to suffer as badly as
they hurt you. This man threw his friend in prison and the
word got out to the king. The king was really angry now. He
sent his soldiers to bring the man before him. He said: "I
canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me
to do so. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow
servant just as | had on you?” In anger, his master turned
him over to the torturers until he paid back all he owed
(Matthew 18:32-34).

What happened to that man will happen to you and
me, unless we learn to forgive. We may be tortured by anger
and bitterness. We may lie awake at night worrying over
every wrong that someone has done to us just because we
will not sincerely forgive them.

Here's the massage: While you often try to punish
and to imprison those who hurt you, the reverse actually
happens. When you do not forgive, you end up being
tortured.

Do you know where the worst prison is? It's the

prison of an unforgiving heart. A professor of theology has
said, "When | genuinely forgive, | set a prisoner free and
then discover that the prisoner | set free was me." When
you choose not to forgive, you imprison yourself. Have you
ever noticed that some of the most miserable people are
those who are unwilling to forgive others?

Two men, who were in a nursing home, had been
quarreling for years. One of them thought he was on
his deathbed. So, he called his foe over to his bed and
said, “Bill, | forgive you for what you have said and done
against me over the years, and | want you to do the same
for me." The other man, with tears in his eyes, agreed that
he too would like to forgive and to be forgiven. Then the
man in the bed said, “But if | get better, this deal does not
count!”

To forgive is a process of giving up. That's exactly
what the word forgiveness means. It means “to give”
to someone by releasing them from their debt. It also
carries the idea of "releasing and freeing yourself! It's like
saying, “You did something that really hurt me. But | care
enough about you. So, | release you from all obligations
to ever pay me back. | forgive you completely’ We extend
forgiveness because all of us are imperfect human beings
who are in need of being forgiven.

Here's a definition of forgiveness: “Forgiveness is like
meeting someone for the first time! That means there
is no baggage, no history, no grudges and no hidden
resentments. To forgive means to start over by giving
someone a fresh start. The Bible says: “Bear with each
other and forgive whatever grievances you have against
one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you” (Colossians
3:13).

You can tolerate those who irritate you and forgive
them when they wrong you, precisely because Jesus has
forgiven you. Since Jesus has forgiven you and me, then,
out of gratitude, we should forgive one another. Where are
you today?

1. Do you need to ask someone to forgive you? If so,
decide to face them, own your wrong and ask for release.

2. Do you need to forgive anyone? Are you tired of
living with an unforgiving heart? If so, cancel that debt
today and restore that friendship by offering forgiveness.

| earnestly pray and hope that you will not leave this
service without making a decision that can change your life
and the quality of your friendships by asking forgiveness
from someone and extending forgiveness to others. A
Christian’s life is a two way street: First, we receive and
second, we give.

Let's, therefore, forgive and ask to be forgiven! Il
Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian delivered this sermon at the
Church of the Martyrs, Worcester, MA on Sunday,
June 16, 2024.

23 - Forum Christmas 2024



CULTURAL

hen the word ‘archaeology’ is heard, there is

often an assumption that historical objects
and structures are principally in the past and carry
little significance to our present lived reality. Scholar
Norman Yoffee, however, has posited that the study
of identity, memory, and landscape cannot be done
in separate categories. Yoffee suggests that studying
these together move investigators away from
abstractions and toward research into how people lived
and understood their lives.”>? Modern archaeological
scholarship has become aware of archaeology’s
propensity to be used as objects to fuel the legitimacy
of any given ideology. Armenian archaeology is an
example of this: when we view depictions of ancient
Armenian churches and church ruins, the experience
affects how we understand our lives, our history, and
our faith.

In Armenia, we observe numerous instances
in which history has been remembered, forgotten,
subverted, or omitted. Archaeology's subservience to
a dominant ideology is manifested in Armenia and its
historical ruins. The earliest scholarly investigations
of the region's classical ruins were conducted by
European travelers who “provided a basic foundation
for an archaeological approach to the region’s classical
past. [..] Their site plans and sketches constitute the
earliest known renderings of the classical art and
archaeology of the South Caucasus.”

By the early 1930s, a new generation emerged
of archaeologists and classicists who were trained
in Marxist thought. Consequently, archaeology
as a discipline struggled greatly, and there was a
complete breakdown of the possibility (and reality)
of sociocultural change that was specific to different
ethnic groups.

During Soviet times, in opposition to Western

A Reflection on Archaeology and
Armenian Christian Heritage

By Catherine Momijian

scholars, Soviet historians refused to attribute any
influence from Hellenistic society to the Armenian
people, especially as it related to interpreting
archaeological phenomena that bore traces of such
influence, like the temple at Garni. Because of this
shift, Armenian art and architecture began to be seen
in the wider scope of ancient art in the Mediterranean
and Iran.

Scholar Adam Smith discusses the careful
consideration given to the architecture in the
constructionofnew buildingsin Armeniaduring the 20th
century and states, “The Soviet National assemblage
was invested first and foremost in the promise of a
new kind of public." Therefore, by the erection of new
statues, memorials, and monuments, Soviet architects
were attempting to create a new shared identity that
emphasized the reliance of Armenians on the Soviet
regime for identity and protection. The style and subject
matter for these buildings and statues are prominent
in directing varied and tumultuous Armenian identity
into one cohesive thread. However, upon Armenia
gaining its independence in 1991, we saw a new era
in Armenian materiality. In this era, architects chose
to omit Soviet influences and instead create a history
that is not sullied by such events. “Yerevan's invented
tradition now leads a more ambitious archaeological
rhetoric for all of Armenia, collecting and disseminating
the shards of diverse genealogies and rededicating
them to the singular narrative of the nation-state."

By discussing the materiality of public spheres,
Smith argues that the architecture of Armenia, has
been molded in particular ways to elicit ideologies and
identity within a population. He states,

“The city's public assemblage reinforces the
observation that the making of citizens and consumers
is not a work of pure abstraction but one built into

"Norman Yoffee, “Peering into the Palimpsest’, in Norman Yoffee (ed.) Negotiating the Past in the Past: Identity, Memory, and Landscape in Archaeological

Theory, (Tucson, Arizona: University of Arizona Press, 2007), 3.
2 Yoffee, "Peering into the Palimpsest’, 3-4.

3 Lori Khatchadourian, “Making Nations from the Ground up: Traditions of Classical Archaeology in the South Caucasus,’ (American Journal of

Archaeology, Vol. 112, No. 2, April, 2008), 253-4.

4 Adam T. Smith, “Erevan, my Ancient Erebuni’: Archaeological Repertories, Public Assemblages, and the Manufacture of a (Post-) Soviet Nation, in
Hartley, Charles W.,, G. Bike Yazicioglu, and Adam T. Smith (eds.) The Archaeology of Power and Politics in Eurasia. Regimes and Revolutions, (Cambridge:

CUP 2012), 70.
5 Smith, “Erevan, my Ancient Erebuni; 73.
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the physical experience of daily life. [Therefore,] A
public assemblage is formed not in the design or
manufacture of a single architectural work or isolated
brand icon, but in the articulation of salient linkages
across domains."®

Archeology is no stranger to conflict. This is
especially the case at the ancient site of Ani in
historical Armenia, now Turkey. Heghnar Zeitlian
Watenpaugh, writing on the historical site of the
Ani Cathedral, argues that “In such situations, it is
not possible to preserve a cultural heritage site
while avoiding questions about painful histories.”
The tumultuous history and ideology that has
arisen cannot, therefore, be separated from the
material reality of the site at Ani. And because of
disagreements about such ideology of origins and
claim to ownership, the archaeology of this site
has suffered. Moreover, Watenpaugh states, “The
presence of Armenian communities or monuments
was until recently either silenced in official Turkish
historiography or actively repressed.”® Even when
historical monuments or artifacts clearly indicate
Armenian rulers, churches, publications, etc,
they are often purposely omitted in official Turkish
archeological publications and research.® This
conflict might be the clearest example of what might
arise when you have to suppress the presence of
archaeology; it is very clear that it has something to
say; however, the object cannot speak and tell the
truth unmarred by the ideological constraints it must
operate under.

Ideology can not only be misleading to the
historicity of the object or structure but moreover,
it can be dangerous to the people who are being
silenced. The Armenian people are no stranger to
this silencing. However, by adopting the holistic
archeological framework of identity, memory, and
landscape, we are able to more deeply understand
the Armenian experience. Viewing archaeological
locations with Armenian Christian significance,
whether on site, in artwork, or in our mind’s eye,
strongly impacts the way we understand our
heritage of faith. This exploration has aimed to show
that structures of the past speak to our spiritual
understanding of ourselves as Armenian Christians.
We are not silent, and we are still here. &l

¢ Ibid, 75.
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many seeds.”

Abstract

The Crucible of Sanctification:

Death as the Gateway to Renewal
Harout Nercessian AMAA Field Director

“...unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies,
it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces

Jesus, John 12:24

Christian salvation is a three-phase process: 1) justification - becoming a child of
God through confessing Christ as Lord, 2) sanctification - spiritual renewal, growth,
and transformation into Christlikeness, and 3) glorification - the replacement of our
physical bodies with eternal, incorruptible ones at the promised resurrection. God’s
will for Christians is to focus on the second phase—sanctification. This involves
confronting our sins and flaws, which Jesus carried on the cross. By accepting,
learning about and confronting our individual flaws and sins, we can, with God’s
help, neutralize them one at a time and cultivate a godly character. This process is
described as “taking off” the “old self” and putting on the “new self.” Confronting
our sins and shortcomings is imperative, yet it is an excruciatingly painful exercise
that many avoid, to their spiritual, social, and emotional detriment.

he early Christians, justified by faith, hoped for

their glorification—their transformation into
Christlikeness, promised at the resurrection when
Jesus’ Kingdom is established. This hope sustained
them through persecution and continues to inspire
us today, offering solace in our struggles as we await
the resurrection.

However, God’s salvation plan includes more than
justification and glorification.

God calls His children to pursue sanctification,
which begins when we “die to sin.” Just as Christ’s
resurrection followed His death, our spiritual rebirth
starts by putting off our “old self.” !

Jesus called his followers to deny themselves, take
up their cross, and follow Him, making it clear that

'Eph 4:22

2 Matt 16:24-25
3 Romans 12:1
+Eph 4:22-24

following Him requires a form of death: “Whoever
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses

their life for My sake will find it.”?

This may seem confusing, given that Jesus came so
we “may have life, and have it to the full.” So, why
does He call us to die?

The death of our old selves is essential for our Christ-
like selves to emerge. Paul echoes this call, urging us
to “offer your bodies as a living sacrifice,”? followed
by a transformation through the “renewing of your
mind.” This death leads to renewal and rebirth.

Paul, in Ephesians, urges believers to “put off your
old self” and “put on the new self” designed in
God’s image. *
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Sanctification is central to God’s plan, requiring
intentional effort. Those who cling to sin and destructive
habits resist God’s will and risk stepping outside His
redemptive plan.

Why, then, do so many Christians leave this life still
carrying the ungodly patterns and counterproductive
behaviors they came to Christ with?

We assume that everyone who claims to be Christian
has faith and believes. However, true evidence for faith
goes beyond merely afirming doctrinal statements. Jesus
makes it clear: Christians are not those who simply cry
“Lord, Lord,” but those who do “the will of my Father.”®
The true evidence of faith is demonstrated by how we
live, not just by what we proclaim.

As young Christians, we began our new life journey
with great enthusiasm and a sincere desire to obey God.
However, over time, our sincere zeal often fades due to
the pressures, pleasures, perplexities, pessimism, and
distractions of daily life.®

Another cause of stalled sanctification is our reluctance
to confront our sinful nature.

To overcome sinful habits, we must confront our
flawed values, thoughts, and behaviors. This is an
excruciating process as it can dismantle our self-esteem
and challenge the pride of our untamed egos. We thus
avoid this necessary step.

How then do we overcome our internal obstacles and
embark on the renewal journey?

Unfortunately, there is no simple “3-easy-steps-
to-sanctification” formula. However, there are
biblical, time-tested principles that guide us towards
sanctification.

To overcome our inner obstacles, we must subdue our
ego, with genuine faith as the antidote. True faith
humbles us, dismantling our self-deceptive pride and
allowing us to see our sins and weaknesses more clearly.

When unchecked, ego becomes our greatest enemy,
damaging relationships with God and others. It blinds
us to our faults, hinders admitting mistakes, and blocks
the humility needed for growth, stifling maturity. A
common example of ego at work is found in family
dynamics. For example, when a wife points out her
husband’s mistake, his wounded ego may make him

5 Matt 7:21
6 Jesus alludes to this in the parable of the Sower Matthew 13:1-23
7 Heb 4:12

defensive or lead him to shift blame, damaging the
relationship.

The Holy Spirit helps subdue our ego by reminding us
that our true worth is based on God’s image engraved
on our souls, not human approval. When ego seeks
to project faultlessness or strength, it reveals inner
weakness and insecurity.

To begin the renewal journey, we must cultivate a thirst
for sanctification, a yearning that fuels perseverance
through challenges and flows naturally from our love
for God. This desire motivates deep self-examination,
the transformation of vices into virtues, and the
replacement of bad habits with good ones, all guided
by God’s penetrating Word” as expounded by the Holy
Spirit.

However, we cannot take this thirst for granted. Its hold
on our will can weaken as competing loves vie for our
hearts. We must regularly remind ourselves of our first
love for God and the priceless value of sanctification,
along with the lasting benefits it brings.

Sanctification sounds difficult, even impossible. How do
we endure?

Indeed. It’s often called “the race of endurance.” We
enter through a narrow door, bowing in humility. The
path is hard to navigate, but the excruciating pain of
confronting our sins, borne by Christ, is part of the
journey.

Yet, there is encouragement. Along the way, we glimpse
cheering crowds in the stands, urging us to keep going.
These are the ones who have already finished the race
and know the joy of crossing the finish line. With their
encouragement, we find the strength to keep running.

What can we expect at the finish line?

As we near the finish line, we begin to notice positive
changes both internally and externally. Our worldviews,
attitudes, demeanors, habits, and speeches all reflect
this transformation. Our loved ones notice, appreciate,
and compliment us, and our lives become more fulfilling
as our relationships deepen and our job performance
improves. The sweet aroma of victory over our inner
struggles is truly delightful.

Looking back at the narrow door and the painful journey,
we remind ourselves, “It was all worth it.”
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What We Owe to Our
Holy Translators

(On The Feast of the Holy Translators)
By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

he month of October is known as “The Cultural Month” for Armenians

throughout the world. It is during this month and, especially on the second
weekend of October, that Armenian churches, organizations, and people pay
tribute to the memory of the Holy Translators who created the Golden Age
of Armenian Literature in the fifth century. Subsequent glorious periods of
literary accomplishments were inspired by the work of the Translators, who
were headed by the two most brilliant literary minds — St. Sahak (c. 350-440)
and St. Mesrop (345-440). These two spiritual giants were later called Spiritual
Enlighteners of the Mind.

The partition of Armenia between the superpowers of the region
— the Byzantine and the Persian Empires — toward the end of the fourth
century A. D. had created a potential political and cultural threat for the
Armenian people. On the ecclesiastical front, there was another potential
danger. The Armenian Church was dependent on the Byzantine and Syriac
Churches for using their liturgies because it had no alphabet of its own.
Didn’t the Armenians have an alphabet before the fifth century A.D.? Yes,
they did. According to historians and philologists, the Armenian language
must have had its own letters, but they must have been lost, and fallen into
disuse. We know that in the Christian era, the church language was Greek
and Syriac. Thus, Armenians were educated in foreign tongues and literature.

The centers of education and learning were the universities of
Caesarea, where the Greek language was taught, and Edessa, where Syriac
was prominent. The students from northern Armenia usually attended the
University of Caesarea, and students from the southern provinces of Armenia
received their training in Edessa.

The necessity for an Armenian alphabet was keenly felt by almost
everybody. The common people were hungry and thirsty for the Word of
God in their own language, and the leaders were in great sympathy with the
sentiment of their people.

Without an Armenian alphabet, there was reasonable fear and
inevitable danger of losing the Christian faith, which was still at war with
paganism. At the same time, the use of the Syriac and Greek languages would
have placed the Armenian Church under the influence of the Syrian and
Byzantine Churches. The latter, the Byzantine Orthodox Church, had been
attempting to dominate the Armenian Church persistently for some time.

Both the temporal and religious leaders of Armenia, King Vramshabouh
and Catholicos Sahak had the far-sightedness to see the necessity for the
Armenian language as a unifying factor in the partitioned land, as well as an
effective tool of communication for the propagation of the Gospel.
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The task of inventing an Armenian alphabet
was entrusted to Mesrop Mashtotz, who had become
famous as a well-versed linguist and an erudite cleric. St.
Mesrop and some of his students traveled extensively,
examined different alphabets and consulted many
calligraphers, in order to devise a new Armenian
alphabet. Mesrop finally succeeded. In 404 A.D., he
invented the alphabet which attained its final form
two years later, in 406. Armenian tradition claims that
it was during a time of prayer and meditation that the
long-sought characters of the Armenian alphabet were
revealed to him in a heavenly vision. This explains
the centuries-old legend of the Armenian people that
their alphabet was of divine origin.

Whether the alphabet was of divine or human
origin, has no great significance for us; however,
one thing is certain, those 36 letters (later two more
were added) became St. Mesrop’s greatest gift to the
Armenian nation — a granite rock foundation upon
which our culture was built.

The invention of the Armenian alphabet
ushered in a new age of intellectual and spiritual
enlightenment. St. Sahak and St. Mesrop, recruiting
a select team of translators, successfully translated
the Bible into Armenian. This led the way to an
unprecedented spiritual awakening for the Armenian
people, and gave birth to an educational and literary
movement. This provided the long-awaited impetus
for unusual literary activity, culminating in the yet
unparalleled “Golden Age” of the fifth century.

Thus, the Armenian language and literature,
notonlybecame conducive for the spiritual renaissance
of the nation, but it also freed her from the cultural
domination of her powerful neighbors, and solidified
her national consciousness.

Looking back at our history, we become
convinced that the secret of the endurance of the
Armenian people is not found in external, but internal
factors. The secret of the survival of our people is not
found in geography, economics or sociology. The key is
how Armenians have perceived themselves in relation
to God and to the world. Other nations were larger
and mightier than we; but Armenians had an image
of themselves that gave them a moral stature. They
saw themselves as capable of achievement and acted
generally in such a way as to fulfill that aspiration.
And that self-image would not be thwarted by any
fate, however adverse, nor by any hardship however
grievous. They lived in the midst of, and often under,
the tyrannical rule of mighty empires —Assyria,
Babylon, Rome, Persia, Egypt, Turkey, Tsarist and
Soviet Russia—but they never perceived themselves

to be ineffective, handicapped or disadvantaged.

Many of us have lost the sense that we are
bearers of a vital spiritual message that speaks to the
world. Every Armenian needs to ask, “Who am I?”
Before any other question in life can be answered,
this one must be considered. What is the nature of
my Armenian identity? Why should I wish it on my
children and grandchildren? What is the meaning of
my Armenian distinctiveness?

The answer that issues from the entire
Armenian tradition is that we are a small nation,
but we are God’s witnesses, Christ’s ambassadors.
We are as great and glorious as our faith, spirit and
commitment.

Being a Christian Armenian involves a unique
quality, a spiritual experience that is the very essence
of being an Armenian.

For why else have Armenians survived and
withstood the power of time, fortune and defeat,
but to stick to their Christian faith, to be part of the
great Armenian heritage, to participate in the life
and culture of our people as self-respecting people?
The essence of this religious and cultural experience
is religio-cultural identification. Alas, there are
other voices in Armenian life loudly clamoring for
priority — ultra-nationalists, chauvinists, secularists,
assimilationists, etc. But our commitment as Christian
Armenians, “Hye Christonianer”, must be neither to a
party, nor to a social class, nor the checkbook variety
of “Armenianisms.” Like that of the Holy Translators,
our commitment belongs to God and to our nation.

For the past 1600 years, our language has
survived our tumultuous history and continues to
ring as sweetly in our day as in previous centuries.
Since its creation, the Armenian written language has
continued to evolve and flourish through the hands of
our most able and dedicated writers and translators,
cementing our past to our present.

Armenians owe an eternal debt to the Holy
Translators, especially to Saints Sahak and Mesrop, for
their precious legacy. The Holy Translators have also
become a source of inspiration to numerous Armenian
intellectuals, from the fifth century to the present.
Generation after generation, new “Translators” have
walked in the footsteps of the fifth-century Holy
Translators and have given us a wonderful heritage.
To preserve, perpetuate and enrich that heritage is our
challenge today. ll
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2024 AEUNA & AEYF BIENNIAL

SAN FRANCISCO, CA

FOR JUST AS THE BODY IS ONE AND HAS MANY MEMBERS, AND ALL THE MEMBERS
OF THE BODY, THOUGH MANY, ARE ONE BODY, SO IT IS WITH CHRIST
1 CORINTHIANS 12:12




DO YOU KNOW THE
+DID.YOU = AEUNA STAFF? Watch a
~CKNOW? video and learn who they
7/ Wmeneendion ¥ are and what they do for our

community family

he 2024 AEUNA & AEYF Biennial Conference and Post-Conference Tour in

late June/early July was a truly meaningful experience. | continued to build
relationships with some of my close friends from the East Coast, and | also
had the chance to meet so many amazing new people from the West Coast.
We enjoyed our time together through worship, discussion groups, and even
Armenian dancing. Pastor Rob, the conference speaker, was phenomenal, and his
messages were inspirational and thought-provoking. | felt they were applicable
to both young and old. Throughout the weekend, | was able to strengthen my
faith and relationship with God.

This was my first visit to San Francisco, so it was extra special to tour the
city with my Armenian friends. We visited the Golden Gate Bridge, Alcatraz, the
Redwoods, and many other famous tourist attractions. The highlight of the tour
was visiting the Mt. Davidson Cross at the highest point in San Francisco. The
steep hike was challenging, but a jaw-dropping view of the city made the trek
to this significant landmark worth it. It was even more special to learn that the
cross is now owned by the Armenian community.

| have so many fond memories from this trip, despite getting very little sleep!
| cannot wait for the next biennial on the East Coast in 2026.
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2024 AEUNA & AEYF BIENNIAL

SEMINAR TOPICS: Ask the Armenian Matchmaker: How to Navigate Modern Dating / Interpreting,
Understanding, and Applying the Word of God in Today's World / Everyday Evangelism

ROUNDTABLE TOPICS: Armenian Culture / Ministry Programming / Raising Up Leaders / Church
Participation with the AEUNA / Financial Awareness / Outreach/Evangelism / Technology
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http://aeuna.org
https://www.facebook.com/AEUNA1
https://www.instagram.com/aeuna.ministries/
mailto:aeuna%40aeuna.org?subject=FORUM%202024%20Christmas%20Vol.%2047
https://www.youtube.com/@aeuna9539

2024 AEUNA & AEYF BIENNIAL

27TH GENERAL CONVENTION
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL UNION OF NORTH AMERCIA

23RD CONVENTION
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

o




Learn what the AEUNA
has been doing to fill
pulpits and how you
can help!

ARMENIAN
EVANGELICAL WOMENS
FELLOWSHIP
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2024 AEUNA & AEYF BIENNIAL

ARMENIAN AEUNA CHURCHES
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YOUTH
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SANFRANCISCO,CA  WATERTOWN, MA
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The AEUNA Board of Directors 2024-2026

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

(. ™ _“ » 0

MTTU: Field Pastor: Moderator: AMAA President: Vice Moderator: Treasurer: Clerk:
Rev. Hendrik Rev. Ron Rev. Calvin Dr. Nazareth Greg Sarian Hratch Doctorian Christine
Shanazarian Tovmassian, D. Min, Sagherian Darakjian Momjian

COMMITTEES CHAIRS

Ministry: Committee on Youth: Stewardship: Armenian Christian Publications: Evangelism:
Rev. Ara Arpi Sarmazian Pastor Joe Garabedian Heritage: Rev. George Terian Pastor Dr. Heather
Heghinian, D. Min. Doris Melkonian Ohaneson

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Salpi Nercessian Mesrop Khachaturyants Mary Ann Janigian Levon Filian Rev. Greg George Megerditchian
Haroutunian

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS NATIONAL RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS
Armenian Evangelical Womens ADMINISTRATOR (AEYF) Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC):
Fellowships (AEWF ER & WR): Haley Surmeian Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian
Eastern Region (ER): : Armenian Missionary Association of America
Christine Momjian Cam.p.AreVEIk Director (AMAA): Dr. Nazareth Darakjian
Western Region (WR): SOMITl e Lo ORIE A ian Missi Association of Canad

: : rmenian Missionary Association of Canada
Lena Garabedian Eas_'te,m Beglon (MTY ER) (AMAC): Raffi Shnorhokian

Sylvia Jizmejian ] : .

Armenian Evangelical Youth Armenian Evangelical Schools of California
Fellowships (AEYF ER & WR): Camp AREV Director & (AESC): Nerses Aposhian
Eastern Region (ER): Minister to the Youth Armenian Theological Students Association
Daniel Gueyikian Western Region (MTY WR)  (ATSA): Edward Saliba
Western Region (WR): Rev. Razmig Minassian Stephen Philibosian Foundation (SPF): Joyce Stein
Vars Megerditchian
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The Nature of the Copula and its

Relevance to Biblical Interpretation
By Berj Manoushagian, Waltham, MA

he linking verb IS is one of the most commonly

used and misused words in English. The word IS
is an essential part of a proposition or a declaration. A
proposition is a sentence of the form A is B,; (A is called
the Subject, is is the Copula, and B is the complement,
the term which completes the proposition.) e.g. God
is Love. (1 John 4:8)... faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (Heb. 11:1);
Love is kind. (1 Cor 13:5). The copula is an ambiguous
word because it can stand for at least nine different
known meanings or uses. Sadly, this important topic is
rarely if ever addressed in schools. | hope that this short
essay will help the reader to gain a better insight into its
nature and uses, and help him to better interpret biblical
propositions. The study of the nature of the copula
goes back centuries before Christ when the Greek
philosophers noticed the ambiguous nature of the
copula. Interest in the nature of the copula did not come
to the fore again until the beginning of the 20™ century
when the German philosopher and logician Gottlob
Frege noted up to four different uses of the copula.
During my studies on the nature of truth, | have come
across five additional unique uses of the copula. Below
| explain each one with a simple example, so that the
reader is better equipped to deal with this ambiguous
term.

The nine known uses of the copula:

1. The IS of Existence > e.g. "God IS."; by which we
mean to say “God Exists"

2. Thel S of Predication > e.g. “Laura is beautiful.’;
Predication is the ascription of an attribute, in
this case, Beauty.

3. The S of Group Belonging > e.g. “Lisa is
married.’; Lisa belongs to the class of people
who are married.

4. The IS of Finding Oneself > e.g. “Mariam is in
Armenia.’; Mariam finds herself in Armenia.

5. The IS of Consequence > e.g. “Knowledge
is Power"”; The consequence of being
knowledgeable is to have power over the
difficulties we might face.

6. The IS of a Metaphor > e.g. “Time is Money!; a
Metaphor asserts that one thing is something
that it literally is not.

7. The IS of a Simile > e.g. “She is as cute as a
kitten."; a Simile likens one thing to another
unlike thing; the copula links a non-literal
attribute to the subject.

8. ThelS of an Idiom > e.g. “It is a piece of cake.’;
an idiom is a commonly used expression whose
meaning does not relate to the literal meaning

of its words.

9. The IS of Identity > e.g. “Mark Twain is Samuel
Clemens”; both proper names refer to the
same person.

The IS of identity has a feature which cannot
be applied to the other uses of the copula called
Convertibility. Convertibility means that we can
switch the places of the subject and complement
without altering its correct message. Thus, “Mark Twain
is Samuel Clemens” can be converted to “"Samuel
Clemens is Mark Twain" and the meaning of the
proposition remains valid.

Analysis of Scripture

"God is Love” uses the IS of Predication. The
sentence means that Love is one of God's attributes, just
as are Justice, Holiness and Jealousy. This is one of the
most misinterpreted sentences about God. Love is NOT
God's identity. If God and Love were identicates, then
we could convert the sentence to “Love is God” and
have a valid proposition. But the conversion is incorrect
because Love is not God. Love is only one of God's
several attributes. God and Love are not identicates.

Another proposition from scripture which has
been misinterpreted is from Hebrews 11: “Faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.’ It is a common error that as soon as we see
a sentence of the form A is B, we assume that B is a
definition of A, that A & B are identicates.

The Bible rarely gives definitions of terms, and in
this verse, it is not defining the word Faith. Here the
copula is the IS of consequence. The Consequence of
having faith in Christ is to be filled with hope and to have
assurance of things which cannot be seen. The correct
definition of Faith on the other hand is rather simple:
Faith is the voluntary mental assent to a given and
understood proposition. Faith is absolutely necessary
to acquire knowledge. Without the exercise of faith, we
cannot know anything.

Another easily misunderstood set of propositions
can be found in 1 Cor 13, the chapter on Love. The
apostle is not trying to define Love, but is declaring the
consequences of being a loving person. “Love is kind."
Is not a definition of love, but the IS in that sentence is
again the IS of consequence. The consequence of being
a loving person is to be kind, not boastful, not delighting
in evil, trustful, hopeful, etc. These complements are the
result of being filled with love.

More on this important topic and a list of references
can be found here:

https://www.truth-defined.com/
TheNatureOfTheCopula.htm

38 - Forum Christmas 2024



Revive Us Again

By Deacon Dan Bazikian

he Armenian Evangelical Movement finds

itself at a crossroads. Its members have
concerns about its future. Will our congregations
dwindle down to extinction? Will we have
enough pastoral leaders to occupy our pulpits?
Will we retain our young people in the face of a
secularized culture?

What should be our response to these
challenging circumstances? | think it is time to
reflect seriously on our abiding principles, what
motivated the Armenian Protestant/Evangelical
Movement to begin in the first place. | believe
that would provide the needed guidance on the
actions we need to take now.

The early Armenian Evangelicals were
people of the Book, the Bible. They studied it,
preached and proclaimed it, and sought to live
by it. A general comment among Armenians
years ago when you brought up the subject
of the Scriptures was something like this:
“That is a Protestant book.” We need to be
people of the Book again, and proclaim it in an
uncompromising way.

Next, the early Armenian Evangelicals were
known for their piety. Before the Armenian
Evangelical Movement was officially established,
the early followers had formed, the “Society of
the Pious” (Parebashdoutian Miapanoutune). |
remember my mother saying that in those early
days people would say, “They are Protestants;
they do not lie." Do we uphold such standards
today? Maybe if we did, it just might attract
people to join our ranks. (“I want what they
have,’ they might say to themselves.)

Third, as people of the Book, people of
piety, | suspect that our Armenian Evangelical
forebears were also people of prayer. Prayer
kept them in close touch with our Triune God as
they sought His direction in their proceedings.

We need to be people of prayer as well in order
to gain God's guidance in these troubling times.
We need to encourage a ministry of prayer in
our churches and in our homes.

In 1857 New York City’s downtown North
Dutch Church hired a city missionary named
Jeremiah Lanphier to reach out to the nearby
community. He decided to start a noontime
weekly prayer meeting. At first, only a few came,
but gradually the numbers increased; it became
a daily gathering. (An economic downturn, the
Panic of 1857, had occurred, and many people
became inclined to turn to God for help.)? This
was perhaps the most prominent of other similar
meetings taking place (or about to take place)
not only in New York but in many places around
the nation. Many people, as a result, were added
to the membership of the churches. According
to revival historian Frank Beardsley, the people
of the United States were also providentially
prepared for the traumatic event of the American
Civil War, which soon followed.®

We are also living in troubled times. We
need such an awakening and revival today. We
need it in our Armenian Evangelical community,
in our beloved nation, and around our turbulent,
troubled world. Letus pray thatitfervently comes.

Revive us again—

Fill each heart with Thy love;
May each soul be rekindled
With fire from above.

Hallelujah, Thine the glory!
Hallelujah, amen!
Hallelujah, Thine the glory!
Revive us again.

Words by William P. Mackay Il

! Giragos H. Chopourian, The Armenian Evangelical Reformation: Causes and Effects (New York: Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc.,

1972), pp.44-45.

? Timothy L. Smith, Revivalism and Social Reform in Mid-Nineteenth-Century America (New York: Abingdon Press, 1957), pp.63-64. The entire Chapter 1V,

“Annus Mirabilis-1858,” is worth reading.

3 Frank Grenville Beardsley, A History of American Revivals, third edition, revised and enlarged (New York: American Tract Society, 1912), pp. 235-39.
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Restoration in Christ: A Journey of Healing and Growth

by David Hernandez, AECNYC, NY

Introduction

In the Garden of Eden, humanity’s disobedience sparked
a legacy of brokenness, introducing pain, shame, and
guilt. Today, we still grapple with physical, emotional,
and spiritual suffering. Yet, God's redemptive plan offers
healing and restoration through Jesus Christ, reconciling
us to Himself and revitalizing our lives.

The Origin of Brokenness

The story of humanity’s need for healing and restoration
begins in the Garden of Eden. When Adam and Eve
disobeyed God, it damaged their relationship with Him
and introduced pain, shame, and guilt into the world
(Genesis 3:7). This event changed everything, affecting
every person since that time. Today, we still experience
the consequences: physical suffering, emotional wounds,
and a deep sense of spiritual disconnection. We need
healing and restoration in all these areas - body, mind, and
spirit. This brokenness is a reminder that we need to be
reconciled with God, and that's exactly what God offers us
through Jesus Christ - a path to wholeness, redemption,
and a restored relationship.

Old Testament Healing and Restoration

Throughout the Old Testament, we see a God who is
passionate about healing and restoration. Psalm 103:2-3
reminds us, “Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all
his benefits - who forgives all your sins and heals all your
diseases.” God longs for a deep, loving relationship with
each of us. Yet, we often try to find healing and fulfillment
on our own terms. We may idolize things like money;, status,
or possessions, especially in today’s world of social media
and comparison. But true and lasting healing can only be
found in Jesus Christ.

Deep down, we know we need healing. Our hearts are
wired to crave restoration, but we often ignore this inner
voice. Instead, we chase after temporary fixes, unaware that
our souls are crying out for something more - a connection
with God. We were made to serve and love Him, but our
priorities often get twisted.

The Great Physician

At the heart of our faith is Jesus, the “Great Physician,’
who understands our struggles because He experienced
them too. He knew physical pain, emotional turmoil, and
spiritual conflict, just like us. This shared humanity makes
Him deeply relatable and empathetic. But what sets Him
apart is His victory over adversity. The New Testament is
filled with stories of Jesus’ healing miracles: restoring sight,
calming storms, and bringing hope to those suffering. But
His greatest act of healing was His sacrifice on the cross.
By willingly suffering and dying, Jesus bridged the gap

between humanity and God, reconciling us with our Creator.
In Jesus, we find a Savior who gets us and offers a way out
of our predicament. His resurrection defeated sin, death,
and despair, offering us redemption, healing, and eternal
life. This legacy is the foundation of our faith, inspiring trust,
and devotion to the One who truly understands and heals.

AECNYC Healing Ministry

At the Armenian Evangelical Church of New York
City, we have recently launched a “Healing Ministry" The
ministry provides a safe space for people to experience
God's healing and restoration. We have successfully created
an open and transparent environment in which empathetic
and active listening takes place. We emphasize that there
is healing and restoration in Jesus Christ and acknowledge
those who experience physical, emotional, and spiritual
pain. Through prayer, counseling, and community support,
we've had powerful encounters every time we have met.
We look forward to the work God has in store for the future.

Restoration in Christ

Through Jesus Christ, restoration brings transformation to
every aspect of our lives: our inner selves, relationships,
and spirits. This renewal happens through prayer,
repentance, forgiveness, and growth in faith. The gospel
is the powerful foundation for this change, helping us
move from brokenness to wholeness. Jesus' sacrifice and
resurrection make three types of restoration possible:

Personal: healing emotional wounds, finding new purpose,
and renewing our sense of self

Relational: reconciling with others, forgiving and being
forgiven, and building harmonious connections

Spiritual: deepening our faith, drawing closer to God, and
gaining strength to serve others

As we share this message with others, we become part
of God's plan to heal and restore the world. This creates a
ripple effect of transformed lives, revitalized relationships,
and a community of redeemed people. By spreading the
gospel, we spread hope, freedom, and the life-changing
power of Christ's love.

Conclusion

Restoration in Christ is a lifelong journey of growth, healing,
and service. As we walk in His transformative power, may
our lives become beacons of hope, shining God’s light
into a broken world. May His redemptive love compel us
to share the gospel, spreading restoration to all who seek
healing.
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45™ Anniversary of the Glendale Armenian Church of the Nazarene

By Andy Magdesian, Glendale, CA

This year our church is celebrating its 45" anniversary, and we planned
many activities to celebrate this milestone, thanking God for His grace
and for all those who served and still serve Him and His church.

Family Camp

This year, our congregation gathered at the beloved Camp AREV for
our family camp. The trip itinerary consisted of games, intergenerational
fellowship, delicious food, and sessions led by our pastor Rev. Serop
Megerditchian. We heard about Armenia and the ministry there from our
guests from Armenia: pastor of the Dilijan church Rev. Garnik Toutikian,
Mrs. Toutikian, and their daughter Anush, who is Social Program Manager
of AMAA Armenia.

Vacation Bible School

“Start the Party"” was this year's Vacation Bible School theme. As always,
the children partook in many games, arts and crafts, singing, and most
importantly learning lessons from the Bible. We believe that VBS and
children’s ministry is essential to raise up the future generation of
believers.

Family Day at the Park

Every year, the congregation plans a gathering outside of the church to
share in food and fellowship. Last year, we took a trip to Catalina Island
and this year we had a lovely picnic at Brace Canyon Park in Burbank,
CA.

45t Celebratory Banquet

One of the major milestones of this year was the 45th anniversary of the
Glendale Armenian Church of the Nazarene. Every year, we celebrate our
church serving the Lord for another year at a banquet that highlights our
service to our community and our members who serve in various areas
of the church. It is also a chance to look forward to growing our church.
The October 5% banquet was sold out, with a record of over 200 people
attending this year. A handful of attendees were also present at the very
first service held at this church in 1979. The program included a video of
the church ministries, words of greetings and memories from families,
and a message by our church pastor Rev. Serop Megerditchian.

Armenian Genocide Memorial Khatchkar Dedication

Sunday, October 6, 2024, after the worship service, Rev. Serop
Megerditchian prayerfully dedicated a Khatchkar monument in memory
of the one and a half million Armenians who perished during the Armenian
Genocide of 1915. The Khatchkar was prepared in Gyumri, Armenia.
The Genocide Monument - Khatchkar is located at the entrance near
the sanctuary and stands as a symbol of the united body of Armenian
Christians both near and afar. It reminds us of our roots in Armenia
and stands as a reminder of the faith we have maintained throughout
our history of persecution and suffering. AEUNA Field Pastor Rev. Ron
Tovmassian participated in the dedication and prayed in English.

We pray that God uses our church, along with the other churches in the
AEUNA, to spread the gospel to our local communities and shepherd
the body of believers towards a deeper relationship with our Lord Jesus
Christ. Events such as these serve as opportunities to thank God for His
blessings and have fellowship with one another and remind us of our
mission as a church and body of believers. Praise God for His church. Il
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

amp Arevelk turns 25! As
Cyou might have heard, the
AEUNA East Coast camping
ministry, Camp Arevelk, turned
25 this year and we thank God
for His guidance and blessings.
While this ministry has had
many  faithful  volunteers,
counselors and staff that have
served over the years, Sylvia Jizmejian has been there as
Camp Director from the very beginning. At the celebratory
BBQ, former camp committee Chair Silva Orchanian, and
Sona Borekjian on behalf of all the counselors and staff and
the current camp committee, honored Sylvia for her many
years of sacrificial service. They described her as a humble
servant, a mentor, a calm and graceful leader who nurtures,
protects and empowers the counselors and faithfully loves
and supports the campers. Through her faith in Christ and
devotion to the Armenian Evangelical youth on the East Coast,
she has guided this ministry for many years, alongside her late
husband Rev. Dr. Ara Jizmejian. We praise God for Sylvia's
commitment and love, and pray for His continued guidance
for the future growth of this ministry.
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hat is Camp Arevelk? Camp Arevelk is a summer

week everyone within the East Coast Armenian
Evangelical community looks forward to. It is our home,
where everyone is treated as family, with a mixture of
laughter, happiness and spiritual growth.

In the heart of summer, August 4-10, 2024, 81
campers and 24 staff gathered together in Greenville,
New York for this year's Camp Arevelk, this year’s great
experiences.

Each day, we start off with breakfast, where
laughter, smiles and chatter begin. After breakfast
is quiet time, allowing campers to prepare for
meaningful discussions. As a camp counselor, | have
the opportunity to sit with my campers and go through
qguestions that were prepared for that day. After quiet
time, is one of my personal favorites: gathering for
uplifting worship singing the word of the Lord. Then it
is time to get serious.

Our speaker this year was Pastor Aram Bedrossian,
an AEUNA In Care student and current pastor of
Armenian Memorial Church in Watertown, MA. This
year at camp he focused on how we are God's people,
in God's place, in God's presence. He also explained
a few of the verses in the Bible. A verse that spoke to
me was Romans 1:25: “Idolatry is when we trust in the
gift more than the giver’ We have all learned so much
during camp, and we want to learn more year after year.

The daily schedule is packed with engaging
activities. After our morning message, the campers
rotate between craft, sports, and Bible lessons. This
year craft was taught by Ani Tourosian. Bible lessons
were taught by Arpi Sarmazian, Kim Heghinian and
Darren Getzoyan. Sports were planned by Ara Naljian,

Anthony Arabian, Jacob Eglenceyan, Arek Sarmazian
and Arev Kazanjian.

After a fulfilling day of learning and fun, everyone
comes together for team games, followed by free time
filled with friendly competitions. We gather everyone
into the pavilion so we can start. The first night of
camp, the sports team comes up with fun activities.
Once we're done with team games, we have free time
and then dinner. During free time, there are a lot of
team tournaments going on. Once we hear the bell we
make our way to dinner.

Evenings are particularly special, featuring quiet
cabin time where campers reflect on their experiences
and close in a prayer. We make our way to our cabins
to change into warmer clothes. This is the time almost
every camper looks forward to: night games, also
planned by the sports team. Our favorites are the talent
show, Bible trivia, night crossing, and counselor hunt,
just to name a few. We finish off the day by coming
together and singing worship songs. Once it hits 11:00
pm, it's time for “lights out.’

The week ends in a heartfelt campfire gathering
on Friday night, where the entire camp family shares
songs, stories, and s'mores, celebrating the bonds
they've formed all week.

As Saturday approaches, goodbyes are bittersweet,
reminding everyone of the deep connections and
spiritual growth experienced throughout the week.
Camp Arevelk is more than just an event, it's a
transformative journey that campers eagerly anticipate
year after year.

Lara Tourosian
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

"Come and see what the Lord has done!” Psalm 46:8

f you live in the Eastern Region of North America, you

know that the beginning of Augustis a much anticipated
time for our Armenian Evangelical community.
Traditionally, during the second week, youth ages 10-17
come together for an unforgettable 6 days of camping
ministry in the beautiful Catskill mountains of New York
State. This summer was extra special: we celebrated our
25th year of Camp Arevelk!

Although the faces have changed over the years, one
thing remains the same: God continues to use Camp
Arevelk to change the lives of our young people. This
year was no exception. We experienced tremendous
growth with 80 campers and 23 counselors. Our speaker,
Aram Bedrossian, shared powerful daily messages
on the promises of God. From the Garden of Eden, to
the Temple, to the hearts of believers, God's presence
continually “tabernacles” with His people even into
eternity.

We thank God for all our volunteers and staff who
put their heart and soul into the success of Camp
Arevelk. Our weeklong schedule was filled with Bible

lessons led by Arpi Sarmazian, Kim Heghinian, and
Darren Getzoyan, each exploring the attributes of God
with the campers. Mrs. Ani Adourian ran our beloved
Arts & Crafts sessions, which traditionally incorporate
Armenian cultural influences. Thank you also to Sona
Borekjian and Moses Kazanjian for leading us in our
favorite songs of worship.

With Ara Naljian heading our “Game Squad,” Anthony
Arabian, Arek Sarmazian, Jacob Eglenceyan, Arev
Kazanajian prepared and led epic games and challenges
for our campers. Although their determination was put
to the test with all the rain, they always made sure the
kids were having the best time!

Finally, campers can alway trust that they will
receive the best care and extra TLC from our Nurse Talin
Barsoumian. We are so very grateful for her expertise
and her commitment over the years.

We celebrated our 25th anniversary as a community
on Saturday, August 10 with a family BBQ. Thank you to
our alumni who joined and served on this very special
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occasion, especially Aram and Shant Shishmanian who
took the lead on our BBQ team this summer. Testimonies
were given by Rev. Dr. Ara Heghinian, Silva Orchanian
and Dave Shahbazian (one of the original founders of
Camp Arevelk!) including a special time of appreciation
for the many years of service of our camp Director Sylvia
Jizmejian.

A special thank you to the AEUNA, the AMAA, and our
Camp Arevelk families who have been so generous with
their financial support, dedication and service. It is truly a
blessing to be a part of such an incredible ministry that
has served our AEUNA churches for so many years. We
look forward to the next 25 years God has set before us.
Come and see what the Lord CAN do!

Parent testimony: | am so very thankful for the
counselors who are spectacular in their devotion to
God and to each young person they are entrusted with.
They continue to be strong mentors away from the camp
environment and it is special and important.

Sylvia Jizmejian, Camp Director, AEYF ER MTY
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rowing up in church, |

was introduced to God

multiple times, but it was at

Camp AREV where | truly

met Christ, and learned

just how much of a loving

and all powerful God he is.

Having parents who were

camp alumni, | was always

excited to participate in

every camp event and

activity. Every year, my

time at camp has been

something | eagerly anticipated. | learned

about God's grace and mercy from different

speakers, the incredible worship teams, art

activities, and so much more. | was also

introduced to what it is truly like to be a part
of a ministry.

At camp, you're always surrounded
by fellow Christians who understand the
troubles of living in worldly atmospheres.
In that wonderful environment, you can
make friendships and have experiences that
will last a lifetime. | made some of my best
friends and memories at camp, worshiping,
laughing, eating the delicious food, and
reveling in God'’s creation.

Every year as a camper has been
memorable and unique. Campers get to be a
part of a team, play games, get thrown in the
mud pit, all while learning what it truly means
tobe a child of God. | was also able to discover
more about my culture, through Armenian
songs, dance, art, and lessons. Not only do
we get the full Christian camp experience,
Camp AREV ties in the importance of
honoring our culture, and how proud we
should be of our Armenian heritage. We
campers are always welcomed by the cabin
leaders, coordinators, staff, and everyone
else who makes Camp AREV the wonderful
place it is. Camp AREV reintroduced me to
Christ in more ways than | could imagine,
and | know that without it, I wouldn't be as
strong a believer as | am today. Il

Katya Hakopian
Holy Trinity Armenian Church
North Hollywood, CA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6L2vzMy0iMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6L2vzMy0iMM

BOLDLY GIVE
TO THE AEUNA

Your donations will allow:

* The Minister to the Union and
Field Pastor to travel and visit Union
churches, support their events, and
meet with ministry leaders

* Thework to recruit, educate, and
supervise the training of In-Care
Students and lay leaders

* Acquiring new pastors

* Church planting and evangelism
events

* Travel to and support for AEUNA
camps, AEYF leadership training
events, and retreats

* Support for Armenian Evangelical
Women's Fellowship (AEWF) events

* Union-sponsored seminars, retreats
and C2C in-person gatherings

* Enhancements to the AEUNA
website, production of videos, and
development of digital tools used to
inform and unify

* The FORUM magazine and other
publications

Please use the enclosed envelope * Development of materials to
or visit: aeuna.org/donate educate our youth in Armenian
Thank you in advance for your Evangelical history
generous gifts and continued . . -
support of the AEUNA. * AEUNA biennial activities
0 :d  Donations to the AEUNA are
= tax-deductible.

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8

48 - Forum Winter 2024


https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=ZPT3K5TBHKB9E&source=qr

SAVE THE DATE

Armenian Evangelical Women's Fellowship
A Ministry of the AEUNA

NEW |ERSEY
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CHRISTMAS JOY

AMAA's treasured Christmas Joy Program is on track to
once again bring smiles and fun to 10,000 underprivileged
children in Armenia. But this can only be fully accomplished with
the loving donations from our generous donors!

Christmas is a joyous season to remember how God revealed to us
the importance of showing our love to others when He sent His Son for us.
In addition to giving these children a reason to smile, every Christmas Joy
package brings the gift of joy and love into the hands of each child.

Every package is filled with a variety of small toys, school supplies,
personal care items, candy and a Christmas story activity booklet, which
is distributed at Christmas presentations throughout Armenia. This is the
one time of year that these children, who live in extreme poverty, can count
on receiving a gift.

For as little as $20 per package, help spread the joy of Christmas and share
God's love to our precious children in the Homeland!

ohH

Join us and be a part of sharing God'’s love
Enclosed is my/our donation.

Selectone: O%$20 0O%$30 0O%$50 0O%$75 O%100 O%$125 OOther $ ‘ ‘
Name:
Address:

Tel.: E-mail:

Make check payable to: Armenian Missionary Association of America, memo: Christmas Joy
Mail to: 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652 or make a secure donation online at www.amaa.org




ARMENIAN
EVANGELICAL
WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP

WEST COAST

Women'’s Fellowship
Renewal and Restoration

he renewal of Christian faith and restoration is a vital theme within

women's fellowship that resonates deeply in today's world. By
focusing on spiritual growth through community, prayer, and service,
Christian women can experience profound transformations in their lives.
As we embark on this journey together, we not only renew our own faith
but also strengthen the body of Christ, fostering a vibrant community of
believers committed to living out our faith with purpose and joy.

As we walk this path, we can rest assured that we are not alone: God
is ever-present, ready to renew our spirits and restore our hearts.

This journey that we take with the women of the Armenian Evangelical
churches not only deepens our personal spirituality but also fosters a
supportive community among believers.

These gatherings, whether in our own churches or as the Armenian
Evangelical Women's Fellowship, as a whole provide a safe space for
women to share their experiences, seek guidance, and support one
another in their spiritual journeys.

| am so blessed to be a part of this wonderful organization that is
making a difference.

Lena Garabedian, Chairwoman
AEWF (West Coast)
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MEMORIAM

Dr. Matthew John Silverman

October 16, 1983 - June 10, 2024
By Matt’s loving family

atthew John Silverman, a faithful servant of the Lord whose Christian impact was

manifested in Armenian Evangelical churches in San Francisco and Los Angeles, at

Camp Arey, and in missions work in Haiti and Vietnam, passed away at the age of forty
on June 10, 2024 after a three-year battle with intestinal cancer.

Matt was born in Mountain View, California on October 16, 1983 to parents Joel and
Anna (Sarafian) Silverman. He was the oldest of three children in the family, which
grew to include brother Jeffrey and sister Lauren. Matt was a light in the eyes of his
grandmother, Arshalous Sarafian, grandparents Millie and Herman Silverman, and
godparents Arpi and George Banerian. Matt attended Bubb Elementary, Graham
Middle School, and Mountain View High School. He was an exceptional student,
excelling in math and science in particular.

As a freshman in high school, Matt was diagnosed with stage 4 Non-Hodgkin's
Lymphoma. He underwent a year of chemotherapy while still attending classes, not
willing to give up any of his Advanced Placement courses. Members of his grandmother
Arshalous's church, Calvary Armenian Congregational Church, prayed faithfully for his
healing. After a year of surgeries, chemo and great pain, Matt was said to be cured of this
cancer. He excelled in his high school classes, played the flute in Marching Band, and even
achieved the Eagle Scout rank. He was an amazingly gifted and resilient young man.

Matt began college at UCLA in 2002, majoring in Chemical Engineering and playing flute in
the UCLA Marching Band. He began attending the United Armenian Congregational Church
with his Sarafian cousins, and soon was a regular participant in Bible Studies and youth
activities. Matt was not shy about asking tough questions and delving deeply into Scripture.
While his intellectual knowledge of Scripture grew, Matt realized during his second year of
college at a Camp Arev retreat that "any plan God had for my life would be a better plan than
anything | could come up with on my own, and it was time to face the reality that this God
was real and was in control” Then and there, Matt accepted Jesus as his Savior, and prayed a
prayer of faith.

From that moment, as Matt later shared
in__his testimony, everything changed.
While he continued to pursue his education
at UCLA, doing well and eventually earning
B.S. M.S, and Ph.D. degrees in Chemical
and Biomolecular Engineering, his real
focus was on serving the Lord and sharing
the Gospel. He became active in Christian
groups at UCLA, primarily Chi Alpha, a
missions-oriented ministry. At UACC, Matt
began teaching Sunday School with his
cousin, Joey Sarafian, and was elected to
the church's Board of Christian Education.
He led an after-school tutoring program
at UACC, outreach activities to serve the
homeless in Skid Row, and Christian revival
events. Faithfully, each summer and each
winter for over fifteen years, Matt served
as a counselor at Camp Arev. His fruitful
ministry during his time in Los Angeles
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reached countless children and
young adults for the Lord. And
his ministry with Chi Alpha led
to his taking numerous mission
trips to poverty-stricken Haiti
and Vietnam, where he regularly
preached to hundreds of people
while helping to meet their
physical needs.

Matt received his Ph.D. in 2014,
publishing his dissertation on
PET imaging for the detection
of pancreatic cancer. He then
returned to the Bay Area and
was hired at San Francisco
State University to teach Clinical
Laboratory Science in the Medical Diagnostics graduate
program. There, he helped train hundreds of graduates
who now work in hospitals all over California. His many
gifts in teaching were appreciated by countless students
and colleagues over the years.

Upon his return to the Bay Area, Matt joined his beloved
grandmother’s church, Calvary Armenian Congregational
Church. With the encouragement of then-CACC pastor,
Rev. Nerses Balabanian, Matt began serving as the church'’s
volunteer youth pastor. As a direct result of his engaging
devotional programs and leadership, Matt drew in scores of
teens and their families to the CACC community, growing
the youth group from three to forty kids in ten years.
The youth of CACC adored Matthew for his caring and
compassionate disposition; he was “always just a phone
call away” for them. CACC also regularly called upon Matt
to preach, and his enriching sermons encouraged others to
grow closer to Christ, with novel and unique examples that
were often science-based. When the COVID pandemic
hit, Matt provided online updates on the science behind
the disease and its treatment, answering questions and
calming fears while encouraging his audience to trust the
Lord with their future. He also recorded dozens of Christian
devotional messages on YouTube, bringing deep spiritual
insights to youth and adults alike.

In May 2021, Matt was diagnosed with a very rare form
of intestinal cancer, at stage 4. He immediately began
researching experimental treatments and clinical trials while
enduring chemotherapy for the second time in his young
life. But even amidst his great pain and weakness, Matt
continued to serve as CACC youth pastor and periodically
to preach sermons. And during this time, as a CACC
Deacon, Matt started to visit a young lady from church, Lara
Palanjian, who was suffering from her own severe illness.
The two rapidly fell in love, discussing theological topics
for hours and providing each other great comfort about
persevering in suffering. The two wed on March 4, 2023,
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with a wedding
theme focusing
on the latter part
of lIsaiah 43:20,
“| provide water
in the wilderness
and streams in
the  wasteland,
to give drink to
my people, my
chosen!” Matt
and Lara's story
was truly a God-
designed love
story.

After they were
married, Matt and
Lara lived in their
Daly City home,
where they spent
as much time as
possible enjoying and encouraging one another amidst
their pain. They started a YouTube channel called “The
Silverman Show," which became a platform for sharing
spiritual ideas in addition to Lara and Matt's musical and
comedy skits and performances. The couple celebrated
their one-year wedding anniversary at CACC with friends
and family, using it as an opportunity to raise support for
one of Matt's favorite charities, Impactful Missions, which
is seeking to build a school in Haiti. Matt and Lara also
performed for their guests, playing flute and violin. It was
a special and memorable evening, raising $13,000 for the
Haiti mission.

Not long after their anniversary celebration, and
after a painful three-year battle with cancer, no hope
for successful treatment, and many challenges in even
being able to eat or drink, Matthew Silverman made the
brave decision to enter hospice. He and Lara stayed at

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




IN MEMORIAM GRATEFUL FOR

OUR BROTHER,
ZAVEN KHANJIAN

his parents’ home in Mountain View, under the
loving care of his parents and devoted brother

and sister, who left their "normal” lives to be
with Matt around the clock. Matt's last 9 weeks
of life during hospice were as impactful for the
Lord as any before then. He met personally with
family and friends, including many who traveled
from around the country to be with him one last
time. There were songs of praise and comfort
that encouraged everyone. He held one last
impactful session with his beloved CACC youth
group, encouraging them to remain connected to
Jesus as the True Vine. Matt told them, “Do not let
things like death scare you. Death is the victory
and ultimate reward for the Christian.” Despite his
great pain, Matt’s last days were dedicated wholly
to the Lord and to his family.

OnJune 10,2024, surrounded by his loving family,
Matthew Silverman entered into eternity with his
Savior. Matt is survived by his parents, Anna and
Joel Silverman, brother Jeff, sister Lauren and her
husband Simon Margolis, nieces Addison and
Emma, and by his adoring wife, Lara. A meaningful
and emotional memorial service was held for
Matt on July 13, 2024 at the Calvary Armenian
Congregational Church in San Francisco, and
the link to the video can be found here:_https://

youtu.be/PnnS2xdGjqY ?si=XpTCSjtg4jviXaO1.

A separate memorial service was held at Camp
Arev on July 27, 2024 for close family members.

Matthew's final wish was to continue to
serve God through others’ donations in his
memory to any of the following organizations:
Calvary Armenian Congregational Church in
San Francisco, and his two missionary groups:
Impactful Missions, and Hope Beyond Borders.
In addition, the Camp Arev Executive Committee
has approved naming their campership program
in memory of Matthew Silverman. Contributions
in Matt's memory thus may also be made to the
Camp Arev Campership Fund to benefit young
campers with financial needs. Of Matt, we can
surely say, “Well done, good and faithful servant...
enter into the joy of your Master” (Matthew 25:21).

Contributions in
Matt's memory may be
made to the Camp Arev
Campership Fund to
benefit young campers

with financial needs.

(CLICK HERE OR
USE THE QR CODE ON LEFT)
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he sad news of Mr. Zaven Khanjian's

unexpected death shook the whole Armenian
community in the USA and the Armenian world.
The last few months have been very difficult for
all of us who worked closely with him. We know
he is with the Lord and free of pain, but the pain
of his absence is very real.

Zaven was a dedicated, fearless, visionary
leader and a devout Armenian Evangelical, who
loved the Lord, the Evangelical Church, Armenia
and Armenian people all over the world. He offered
his best to serve God, our churches and our
people. As an Armenian, he was unable to sit still
if there was unrest in Armenia and Artsakh, or any
Armenian in the homeland or the diaspora was in
need. He was a committed Armenian Evangelical
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..he Is in the presence of
his beloved Lord, singing

with the angels the hymns
he enjoyed singing and

encouraged others to do so.

who valued the traditions and heritage of our
movement founders and was saddened to see the
younger generation departing from those roots,
heritage, practice and message.

He was thinking ahead, and planning and
taking steps to prevent the unwanted from
happening. At church, with the AEUNA, at the
AMAA, and in the community, he offered his
best and played a pivotal role when we faced a
challenge or threat as a community or as a nation.
He was always present, never shy to express
what he thought was right, and was always one of
the first to react or come up with a remedy when
there was a problem.

He was such a person that his presence in any
gathering made a big difference, that is why his
absence is very noteworthy. It will be very difficult
to fill the vacuum. The reactions to his death from
all over the world are a testimony to the scope of
his impact. His departure is painful for us, but we
believe he is in the presence of his beloved Lord,
singing with the angels the hymns he enjoyed
singing and encouraged others to do so.

On behalf of the AEUNA leadership, staff,
churches and congregations, we express our
heartfelt condolences to his family members,
especially Sona, and all his colleagues at AMAA
and AEUNA, and friends. May the presence of
the Resurrected Lord and the promise of eternal
life for the faithful comfort us all. May our Lord
strengthen us to keep his legacy alive.

Prayerfully,

Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian
AEUNA MTTU

Zaven Khanjian was a visionary person with
immense conviction in his values and beliefs,
Having been both a young person when he was a
leader in the church and then later his pastor for 26
years, | witnessed this first hand. | can still remember
when the Merdinian School was just a dream.
God put a passion in the hearts of a few people,
including Zaven. They worked tirelessly to get the
school started. At first it was just a few classrooms
borrowed from the UACC Sunday School. Over
the years it has grown into an amazing educational
institution. When Zaven believed in something never
said “can't" he always believed, by God's grace, we
could do it. As the AMAA Director, he exemplified
that same drive and godly determination. The
achievements that were accomplished through his
leadership are incredible and have been a blessing
to so many people. | am thankful God raised up such
a steadfast leader to be a shining beacon as we
move forward into the future.

Rev. Ron Tovmassian
AEUNA Field Pastor
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Remembering Zaven Khanjian
July 31,1944 - August 9, 2024

--Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

henever death walks through our homes, it always

leaves behind it a trail of tears and a sense of loss.
We are left a bit poorer for it. That feeling is very strong
when we lose someone we love very much, someone we
desperately need. Such are our feelings at the passing of
our dear colleague and friend, Zaven Khanjian.

My friendship with Zaven goes back 45 years. During
this span of time we have fellowshipped together, prayed
together, played together, and served together the same
organizations, such as AEUNA, AMAA and Armenian
Evangelical World Council.

On personal level, there are many memories that
gather around our lives. But today, | will try to share briefly
with you my impressions of Zaven on a professional level.

First, Zaven Khanjian was a man of superb
leadership qualities. He was endowed with executive
talent. Undoubtedly he was a great Armenian Evangelical
leader. He was also a great Armenian community leader in
his own right, who directed his talents toward all Armenians
channeled through many Armenian organizations,
including primarily the AMAA.

Zaven had administrative and organizational capacity.
He had a unigue mind in organizing methodically his entire
work. Every detail was planned ahead of time. Almost
every telephone call and every email was answered right
away.

A passionate person, Zaven could always generate
momentum for change and improvement, and inspired
those around him to commit them totally to a project and
work collaboratively, toward its successful implementation.

With Zaven's passing, the Armenian Evangelical
community loses an outstanding leader, and the Armenian
community loses and extraordinary man with exceptional
talent, love and dedication for the Armenian people.

Second, Zaven Khanjian was a man of sound
judgment and a great heart. In him were combined two
qualities that do not usually meet: the shrewdness of a
businessman and the moral insight of a man of God. He
was endowed with a sixth sense to size up individuals
and situations quickly and act accordingly. (In Armenian
colloquial language we call that Martoo sarraf). He had
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the wisdom, vision and determination to envision new
projects, new fields, and new ftrails to blaze by which the
AMAA could be served more fully and efficiently. In short,
God had endowed Zaven with rare gifts and remarkable
talents which he shaped as instruments of Christian
ministry.

Third, Zaven Khanjian was a man of sublime
principles. He had the courage to take a stand he felt
would be best overall, even if that stand was not politically
popular. He never compromised his principles. He was
a noble and fearless warrior who fought for justice
and human dignity. He was gentle, caring and most
understanding toward the underdog and the unprivileged.
But he thundered in prophetic cadences to protest social
injustice, callousness and moral lethargy. In all walks of his
life, Zaven showed no signs of weakness, uncertainty or
negligence. On the contrary, as a good-hearted person he
remained courageous, determined and convinced in what
he did.

This list of Zaven's remarkable qualities can go on but
time does not allow us to cite all of them, except to say
that here was a man endowed with numerous qualities of
greatness, such as intelligence, industry, faith, imagination
and an iron will.

Zaven Khanjian never ceased to fascinate all who
knew him. His restless personality would permit no pause.
He displayed a vast talent and boundless energy, which
were reflected in his achievements that make up a rich
legacy.

We thank God for giving us Zaven Khanjian for a
period of time, to enrich our lives and the lives of those he
touched through his ministry. Today with tearful eyes but
grateful hearts, like Job of the Old Testament, we say, “The
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of
the Lord be praised” (Job 1:21).

On behalf of the Armenian Evangelical World
Council and myself, we extend our heartfelt sympathies: to
his wife Sona; his children and grandchildren; to his sisters,
brother and to his other immediate families, relatives and
friends. May God comfort and strengthen them all, and
may God bless Zaven's Khanjian's memory. ll
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CELEBRATING OVER
53 Years

411 E. Acacia St., Ste 200
Glendale CA 91205

A Christmas Thought

Jesus Christ was born in a stable,

A birthplace of humblest degree,

So that no one could say, ‘I am poorer,
More lacking in comforts than He”

His mother, in swaddling bands wrapped Him,
The wardrobe of One who was Divine,

That no one could say of his raiment,
“Christ's garments were better than mine’

His home and His comforts were borrowed,
No pillow for resting His head!

But He lived, and He suffered and sorrowed,
To give us true comforts instead.

In glory, His wealth had been boundless,
He laid all those riches aside,

That we might have riches eternal,

And with Him forever abide.

- Author Anonymous
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